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February 27, 2026

To all Keio students,

As of January 21, 2026, the TOEFL iBT® score scale has been changed from the previous 0-120
scale to a new 1-6 scale. For more details regarding this score scale change, please refer here.

The new scoring system has only just been introduced, and partner universities have not yet
released information on how they will respond to this change. When applying for the internal
screening for Keio University’s university-wide exchange programs (outbound) , please be

aware of the following possibilities:

« if a partner university decides to accept only the new TOEFL iBT® (1-6 scale) scores, then you

will be required to retake the TOEFL iBT® under the new scoring system or submit IELTS score

instead.

+ Conversely, If a partner university later decides not to accept the new TOEFL iBT® (1-6 scale)

and you already hold a valid old-format TOEFL score that meets the partner university’s
requirements, you may continue to use it. However, if you do not have a valid score under the
old 1-120 scale, you will be required to submit an IELTS score.

(If you take the test on or after January 21, 2026, your score report will also include a converted
score based on the previous scale for reference. However, partner universities will not accept
these converted scores because it is only a reference score. Therefore, the converted scores
shown on the new-scale official score report will not be taken into consideration for the internal

screening.)

If you are considering applying for Keio University’s university-wide exchange program
(outbound) for Spring 2026 or later, please keep these points in mind. Please note that some
partner universities have already notified us that they will not accept the new TOEFL iBT with
section scores reported on a 1-6 scale. Therefore, in case your desired host institution adopts
the same policy, we recommend that you take the IELTS if you plan to sit for another English

proficiency test.

Also note that requirements for each partner university may continue to be updated even after
the application period for the internal screening has begun. We strongly encourage you to check
the application guidelines for each partner institution regularly.

*Please note that for the internal screening process of Keio University Student Exchange Program
(Outbound), only test center-based TOEFL iBT® or IELTS scores are accepted. (TOEFL iBT® Home
Edition or IELTS Online will not be accepted.)
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