*English follows Japanese.
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July 31, 2025

To all Keio students,

In May 2025, the US government temporarily suspended new interview appointments
required for visa applicants, including those for student visas. Although reservations
have since resumed, it remains difficult to make an appointment as of July 2025. In
addition, a new requirement was introduced for visa applicants to make their social
media accounts publicly viewable. The time between when an interview occurs and
when a visa will be issued is unclear. It is therefore impossible to predict how the
situation will unfold in the 2026 academic year.

In light of the current circumstances, the Keio University International Center has
decided to accept applications for internal screening for exchange programs at US
partner universities for the AY 2026 fall round (deadline: September 2025), with the

caveat that even if you are successfully selected for an exchange program there,

depending on forthcoming US government policies and the length of time required to

process visa applications, you may not arrive within the timeframe prescribed by the

partner university, and the student exchange program itself may be suspended.

In principle, it is not possible to shorten the study abroad period to one semester
because the spring semester at US universities overlaps with Keio’s fall semester. Please
note that even in such circumstances, after passing the internal screening process the

International Center will not be able to offer you an alternative exchange destination or

change the academic year in which your program takes place.

Please carefully consider these risks before applying if you are considering a US partner

university for your exchange program.

Keio University International Center



