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Sustainable agriculture and food production: the way forward to ensure
food security
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Sustainable agriculture takes many forms, but at its core is the shift-away from the industrial
approach to food production developed during the 20th century. This system, with its reliance on
monoculture, mechanisation, chemical pesticides and fertilizers, biotechnology, and government
subsidies, has made food abundant and affordable. Food lies at the heart of healthy people, thriving
societies and a sustainable planet. One of humanity’s greatest challenges is how to produce enough
healthy food for the growing world population while at the same time reducing food’s negative social
and environmental impacts. Transforming our global food systems is central to meeting the largest
challenges faced by humanity, including climate change, biodiversity loss, food insecurity and risks to
future pandemics.

The global food system is the primary driver of biodiversity loss on the planet. According to
researchers, the area given over to agriculture now accounts for around half of the planet’s habitable
land. With 7.7 billion mouths to feed, more and more land is being given over to food production,
causing habitat loss around the world and stripping vast swathes of land of its biodiversity.
Converting land to agriculture doesn’t just destroy natural ecosystems such as prairies, grasslands
and forest, it also deprives wildlife of the food sources and shelter they depend upon to survive.
Beyond the destruction of ecosystems, the intensification of farming is also driving biodiversity loss.

Agriculture isn’t just one of the primary drivers behind rapidly accelerating biodiversity loss; it’s also
one of the areas of our lives that will be most impacted by it. The United Nations’ Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) recently warned that biodiversity loss is threatening the security of
the world’s food supply, as well as the livelihoods of millions of people who work in the industry.
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