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Course Description/Objectives/Teaching Method/Intended Learning
Outcome：

The United States of America arose as the most powerful nation after 
World War II while Japan emerged as one of the most prosperous 
countries in the 1980s. Japan and the US share a history that spans 
centuries, though the relationship has seen many ups and downs. After the 
defeat of Japan in World War II and the signing of the San Francisco 
Peace Treaty in 1951, Japan-US relationship enters a new phase. Both 
nations now cooperate in the areas of military security, information 
sharing, corporate management, global technology, professional 
networking, digital and print media, socio-economic systems, venture 
capitalism, ecological sustainability and cross-cultural awareness. Both 
nations also possess a strong work ethic which is responsible for their 
industrial development and national greatness. Today both nations are 
beset with political, economic and demographic problems but they still 
provide leadership and direction to the rest of the world. We will try to 
understand key concepts, both American and Japanese, relating to 
freedom, welfare, civil rights, sovereignty, representation, democracy, 
religion, corporate governance, in order to create a composite intellectual 
and political culture based on the methodologies of cultural studies and 
social sciences. The emergence of a new global order, proliferation of the 
Internet and the rise of political leaders with a business background brings 
in new possibilities and challenges for both America and Japan.  We will 
also study some key concepts that guide Japanese and American attitudes 
in personal and social life such as zoto and gift-giving, yugen and 
aesthetics, bushido and warrior spirit. The course is meant for both 
Japanese and international students who are interested to explore cross-
cultural issues connected to Japan and the United States. Students will be 
able to connect with other courses on Japan and the world in the 
university curriculum. 

Students will get an opportunity to:
1. acquire negotiation skills,
2. learn new concepts, methods and vocabularies,
3. understand stereotypes of knowledge and reason,
4. develop critical thinking to understand bias, manipulation, prejudice
and discrimination,
5. synthesize diverse opinions and perspectives from within and outside 
Japan and America,
6. develop skills to write/think purposefully and strategically,
7. conduct comparative analysis of cultures and
8. acquire the habits to pursue knowledge independently and scientifically.

The class will be conducted in real time (on Webex) but students are 
requested to watch On Demand video in advance.

The course is meant for both Japanese and international students who are 
interested in cross-cultural issues connected with Japan and the United 
States of America. Through this course students will be able to connect 
with other courses on Japan and the world in the university curriculum. 
Course Plan：
1 United States and Japan Shared Histories. The lecture deals with 

democracy, human rights diplomacy, security treaty, immigration, 
media policies, economic systems and foreign policy. A brief 
overview of Japanese concept of ishin denshin and American concept 
of being frank.

2 Democracy and Human Rights Diplomacy. The lecture deals with the 
US-Japan partnership on democracy and human rights diplomacy and 
how it has worked steadily and constructively over decades. Concept 
discussed—Japanese concept of amae and Jeffersonian concept of self-
construction and self-discipline.

3 The US-Japan Security Treaty. The lecture deals with the strong 
alliance between the US and Japan which has lasted for sixty years 

and continues to reinvigorate the Asia Pacific Region with military 
security and economic growth. It will also discuss the evolving nature 
of Security Treaty from security to alliance. Concept discussed—
Japanese amakudari and American post-retirement jobs. 

4 The Socioeconomic Systems of US and Japan. The lecture deals with 
the economic systems of the two countries, their prosperity, welfare 
system, high deficits and an aging population. Concept discussed—
Japanese bushido and American warrior spirit. Feedback on 
assignments 

5 Japan and US Soft Power Diplomacy. The lecture deals with the role 
of power in international politics, the concept of hard power, the 
concept of soft power, and American and Japanese soft power.  
Concept discussed—Japanese nemawashi and American spade work. 

6 Immigration Policies in US and Japan. The lecture deals with 
different levels of control placed within the immigration policies of 
the two countries. As the Japanese population ages, Japan is relaxing 
its immigration rules while America is becoming stricter. Concept 
discussed—Japanese gambaru and American Protestant Christian work 
ethic. 

7 Fukuzawa, the Founder of Modern Japan and American Influence.  
The lecture deals with Fukuzawa, the founder of Keio Gijuku and the 
effect of his modernizing ideas of ‘western learning with Japanese 
spirit’ on Japan. Concept discussed—Japanese tetsugaku and American 
enlightenment.

8 Japanese Keiretsu System and American Corporate Governance. The 
lecture deals with Japanese zaibatsu and American corporate 
governance and their ways of conducting business. It will also discuss 
the ways companies are governed, their customs, policies and laws 
governing employees. Concept discussed—Japanese yugen and 
American aesthetics.

9 Murakami and Hemingway, Japanese and American Literatures. The 
lecture deals with how Japanese aesthetics and western modernity 
have created cultural hybrids in writers like Murakami and 
Hemingway who use American pop and detective stories and embody 
the spirit of romance and adventure. Concept discussed—Japanese 
iitoko-dori and American assimilation.  

10 American Jazz in Japan. The lecture deals with J American jazz in 
Japan. Jazz was the modernist frissons, a primitive futuristic music 
that encapsulated an escape from the injustices of an unequal society. 
Concept discussed--Japanese haragei and American implicit 
communication.

11 Constructing National Heroes, Japan and the US.  The lecture deals 
with national hallowed grounds, Yasukuni Shrine and Arlington 
National Cemetery; Shintoism and enshrining the dead; American 
heroism and manifest destiny; Japanese Emperor system and 
American Christian identity. Concept discussed—Japanese danjyo 
kankei and American male-female relations. In class Project 
Presentation.

12 Post-war Japanese and American Media Dealing with Postwar 
Japanese History. The lecture deals with the transformative nature of 
pro-democracy American media on Japanese postwar media and the 
change Japanese media underwent from supportive of war and 
imperialistic expansionism to espousing pro-democracy American 
ideals. Concept discussed—Japanese shudan ishiki and American 
individualism. Feedback on summaries, presentation and final report 
draft.

13 US and Japan, Foreign Policy of Mutual Support. The lecture deals 
with the US-Japan Security Alliance of the 1960s as the cornerstone 
of US-Japan foreign policy in the Asia Pacific region and how the 
Yoshida Doctrine rebuilt Japan and made it participate vigorously in 
regional security. Concept discussed—Japanese zoto and American 
gift-giving. Submission of final essay. Feedback on assignments and 
summing up.

14 The American and Japanese Conceptions of Sovereignty. The lecture 
deals with a people-centered concept of sovereignty in America and 
elite voting and emperor veto style of sovereignty in Japan or 
parliamentary democracy and constitutional monarchy. Concept 
discussed—Japanese honne to tatemae and American non-
confrontational diplomacy.
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Other A Study of Comparative Methodologies. The comparative class on 
Japan and America will help students to understand comparative 
methodologies to complete their projects successfully. The 
comparative class will also introduce Japanese and American 
concepts that will help students to understand the cultural ethos of 
both countries better.

Method of Evaluation：

Students’ grades will be based on the following criteria: 
1. Final Essay: (60% credit) 3000 words plus 100 words abstract on any
theme related to the course
2. Weekly Lecture Summary Reports and attending online--real time and
on demand  (40% credit)
Textbooks：

Students will be provided with material on the class web. Recorded On 
Demand lecture video will also be provided weekly. Please watch the 
video and come online for the class discussion when the class begins. The 
online discussion address will be provided in the class web.  
Reference Books：

Zinn, Howard. (2003).A People’ s History of the United States 1492-
Present. Perennial Classics. New York: Harper Perennial, Price 12.89 
USD. ISBN:978-0-06-083862-2
Arase, David and Akaha, Tsueno (2011). The US-Japan Alliance: 
Balancing Soft and Hard Power in East Asia (The Nissan Institute/
Routledge Japanese Studies Series). London: Routledge; ISBN-10: 
0415679737 
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

1st Session: ON DEMAND VIDEO LECTURE AND REAL-TIME 
WEBEX CLASS.  
The WebEx URL will be provided on the Class Support System.
Before the first session, you are expected to watch video 1 (United States 
and Japan Shared Histories) on the class website for week 1. Read the text 
and come to the class. 
You will find below a WebEx link that once you click on it you will enter 
the class. Throughout the semester we would be using this link. 
-----------------------------------------------------
Students will be expected to watch 'On Demand' videos before the class 
and read the document related to the topic before they come to the online 
class. They are also expected to write weekly reports and a final essay of 
3000 words. This is an exciting new class and will provide you with 
relevant information about the shared histories and new directions in 
Japan-America relationship. We will study new things every week 
including a Japanese and an American concept. Students are expected to 
read the handout given to them in advance through the class web. We will 
also create an Line group to share information whenever necessary. The 
course will require two hours of outside class reading per week as well as 
30 minutes of homework preparation. Feedback on assignments, 
presentations, and class reports will be provided in the fourth and twelfth 
week of the semester. The course will help you to understand other 
courses connected with Japan and America within the university 
curriculum. Students are expected to read the handout given to them in 
advance. 

IMPORTANT TO NOTE: Please submit all summaries and final report by 
email. My email is aryanjava＠keio.jp
Questions/Comments：

After listening to video lectures and reading the documents please bring 
your questions and comments to class. We will discuss them further. 
Please submit all assignments by email to aryanjava@keio.jp
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