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Course Description/Objectives/Teaching Method/Intended Learning
Outcome：

    The purpose of this course is to learn about and better understand the 
nature of immigration policy and politics in Japan.  In comparative 
immigration literature, Japanese policy is characterized as highly 
restrictive, reflecting a preference for an ethnically homogeneous society.  
However, large-scale migration flows to and from the Japanese 
archipelago occurred under the Japanese empire, and more recently, 
immigration of 'newcomers' has increased ethnic and cultural diversity in 
some local communities. As Japan faces the demographic challenge 
common to advanced industrial societies of a shrinking labor force, 
management of immigration and the social integration of foreign 
residents/ immigrants assumes great importance for public policy.  While 
retaining the comparative perspective, we will discuss immigration in 
Japan in terms of the legal framework, policy making, public discourse, 
and views of immigrant communities themselves.  
Course Plan：
1 Introduction to the course
2 Theories of migration / Migration under imperial Japan
3 Postwar immigration control system and Zainichi Koreans
4 Arrival of newcomers and the 1990 immigration control law
5 Approaches to labor shortage / Technical trainees
6 Global competition for highly-skilled workers
7 Refugee policies
8 The development of social integration policy (1)
9 The development of social integration policy (2)
10 Demographic trend and the politics of immigration
11 Immigration and nationalism
12 Immigration and transnationalism
13 Presentations and discussion
14 Summary and review 
Other Consultation on research project / Advice on fieldwork
Method of Evaluation：

    Evaluation will be based on the following: attendance / participation in 
classroom discussion (20%); weekly study questions (20%); a short essay 
(15%); oral presentations, either in group or individually (15%); and a 
research paper of approximately 1,800 words (30%).
Textbooks：

    Reading materials consist of excerpts from a variety of sources such as 
books, newspaper articles and official documents.  I plan to make them 
available for download through Canvas LMS. 
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

Class format: This course will be offered in person. 

The class is conducted entirely in English. Students are expected to read 
the assigned materials beforehand and to participate actively in the class.
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