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Course Description/Objectives/Teaching Method/Intended Learning
Outcome：

This will look at Japanese culture emphasizing the continuing tradition of 
classical culture. This will emphasize  the key images and ideas of waka 
poetry as a through line in theater and the visual arts. We will look at the 
broad flow of history in Japan and focus on three key periods of Heian, 
Muromachi and Edo, with some reference to the way that the classical 
tradition was decisively changed with the Meiji Restoration in 1868. 

All of the classes will be online. Each of the units will have a Power Point 
slide show which will be posted. Some of the units will have multiple 
slide shows if they contain sound or video with a lot of data. The 
worksheets will be short with 5 questions each intended to guide students 
through the themes of the course and get practice in writing. The two 
essays are intended to extend this practice in writing in slightly longer 
forms.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction to the course. 

Introduction of Kiyomoto piece "Unohana." 

Unit I. Periodization and Geography.

We refer to Japanese culture, but this is actually a social construct, a 
certain assembling of elements that developed over time, but have 
certain through lines, especially the continuation of images in waka 
and other literary works. 

As one touchstone of how images continue and change, we will look 
at the Kiyomoto piece of singing with shamisen, "Unohana." 

Also we will begin with an overview of the periodization and 
geography of Japan. There have been differing definitions of Japan 
over time and the ancient provinces were remarkably durable, with 
names that have roots in Shinto gods and grow into poetic subjects 
and can be seen in everyday places even today.

Due: Worksheet 0: Name Sheet
2 Unit II. History and Archaeology

One difficulty of Japanese history and tradition is that the picture of 
the past revealed by archaeological discoveries and the traditional 
understanding through the ancient chronicles is quite different and the 
two continue to exist on parallel paths.

3 Unit III. Shinto and Buddhism
This will not be so much a history of religion as looking at Shinto and 
Buddhism as dynamics that have continuing effects in Japanese 
society. With Shinto, we will look especially at the idea of angry 
spirits and the way that this is a continuing theme in Japanese history.

Due: Worksheet 1 Shinto
4 Unit IV. Historical overview: Asuka, Nara and Heian periods

This is the period in which Chinese culture becomes established in 
many ways and interacts with the elements of native culture.
The Heian period is one of the high points of classical culture and is 
known for its elegant courtly culture as seen in waka poetry and prose 
works like "Genji Monogatari (The Tale of Genji)" and "Ise 
Monogatari."

5 Unit V. Waka poetry
The compilation of the "Kokinshu" anthology of poetry in the Heian 
period established the guidelines for Japanese poetry that were 
dominant until the modern period. This includes the conventional 
associations of natural images and the way that poetry became part of 

sequences and then suggested stories, growing into prose works like 
the "Tale of Genji" and "The Tales of Ise."

Due: Worksheet 2 Essay
This is a one page reworking of your name sheet as an essay and in 
light of the themes of the course.

6 Unit VI. "Ise Monogatari" and the Visual Arts
"Ise Monogatari" is a poem tale, a series of short episodes centered 
around a poem or an exchange of poetry. This work has been 
extraordinarily influential and many of the episodes are so iconic that 
they are the basis of themes that are still vital today. It is often said 
that you can't understand kimono design without knowing the "Ise 
Monogatari."

7 Unit VII. Historical Overview: Kamakura to the Edo Period.
The wars between the military Genji and Heike clans ended the 
political dominance of the imperial court in Kyoto and resulted in the 
creation of a military government centered in Kamakura, far to the 
east. The end of the Kamakura shogunate resulted in an extremely 
tangled period that culminated in a new quasi-military government in 
Kyoto known as the Muromachi period under the rule of the Ashikaga 
shogunate. The Muromachi period is known as a high point of 
Japanese culture and is when many things that are considered 
quintessentially "Japanese" like noh and kyogen, the tea ceremony 
and the Japanese room with a floor covered with tatami mats were 
created. The fragile balance of the Ashikaga shogunate dissolved into 
many competing domains in the period known as "Warring States." 
After a bringing together of Japan under the unifiers Oda Nobunaga 
and Toyotomi Hideyoshi, peace finally came under Tokugawa Ieyasu 
and that began the next great period of cultural formation, the Edo 
period.

Due: Worksheet 3 Waka and the "Ise Monogatari."
8 Unit VIII. Warrior Culture and the "Heike Monogatari."

The story of the end of the Heian period and the rise and fall of the 
Heike and Genji clans is told in the war tale, "The Tales of the 
Heike." We will focus on the story of the young warrior Atsumori and 
also at the work as narrative music, told by blind priests 
accompanying themselves on the biwa lute.

9 Unit IX. Muromachi culture
The Muromachi period is symbolized by the Golden Pavilion and the 
noh and kyogen theaters and was a fragile balancing of imperial court, 
shogunate, powerful temples and shrines and a newly rising class of 
merchants and craftspeople.

10 Unit X. Noh and Kyogen. The serious, masked noh theater and 
mostly comic kyogen theater have roots deep in the tradition of 
performing arts. The language and stories of noh come from the 
classics of the periods preceding it, including the stories from the 
Heian period of "The Tale of Genji" and "The Tales of Ise" and stories 
of warriors largely taken from "The Tales of the Heike"like Atsumori  
as well as stories from the world of the Muromachi period about slave 
traders. The kyogen theater shows the human side of the world of the 
Muromachi period and the stories of newly successful people. We 
will look at how the story of Atsumori is transformed as well as the 
very different idea of what human beings are that we can see in noh 
and kyogen.

Due: Worksheet 4: Noh and kyogen.
11 Unit XI. Edo culture

This unit will begin with an overview of the geography and society of 
the Edo period, with a particular focus on the peculiar layout of the 
city of Edo. The culture of the Edo period was very class based, with 
the samurai taking on the elite culture of the Muromachi period 
wholesale as their own, including the noh and kyogen theaters and the 
tea ceremony. But commoners, theoretically on the bottom of society, 
but including very wealthy and powerful people, created a dynamic 
urban culture that includes the kabuki theater and the puppet theater 
(which we now know as "Bunraku"), ukiyo-e woodblock prints and 
popular fiction.
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12 Unit XII. This unit will look at the history of kabuki and the elements 
of the bombastic aragoto style and onnagata female role specialist 
acting. Then it will look at Narukami as a kind of confrontation of 
aragoto and onnagata and how this encounter transforms the holy man 
Narukami into an angry spirit, like a Shinto god.

13 Unit XIII. Puppet theater and Sonezaki Shinju
The Edo period especially developed the stories of commoners from 
the kyogen theaters into complex dramatic tales. "The Love Suicides 
at Sonezaki" is a masterpiece by Chikamatsu Monzaemon and 
dramatizes an actual event at the time.

Due: Worksheet 5 Kabuki and Bunraku
14 Unit XIV. The Meiji transition (make-up class to be scheduled).

Final essay. This will be a 5 page paper introducing some aspect of 
Japanese culture or your own culture with reference to the themes of 
the class. This is intended to be an exercise in slightly longer forms of 
writing.

Other Unit 15: Final 5 page paper
Method of Evaluation：

Grading will be based on 5 worksheets and a final 5 page paper
Textbooks：

All the required readings and Power Point shows for the lectures will be 
posted on Keio.jp
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