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Course Description/Objectives/Teaching Method/Intended Learning
Outcome：

Much of Japanese 'modern life' as we know it -- including the 'salaryman', 
the housewife, the middle-class family and its home in the suburbs, not to 
mention department stores and the nature of modern-day consumerism -- 
took shape in the prewar period within a span of time that stretches from 
the early years of the Taisho era to the beginning of the Showa era, an age 
known as the 'interwar period'.  In this class our main focus will be on the 
new 'modern' forms of social life that define this interwar period.  We will 
examine in particular the new lifestyles, the new ideals of home and 
family life, as well as new gender roles and new cultural forms that 
emerged at this time among the new middle class in urban areas. 

Although a number of short lectures will be given to supplement the 
reading material, this class will be conducted in 'seminar' format, and 
therefore active participation in class discussions is expected of all 
students.  In addition to the weekly discussions on the chapters of our 
main textbook, assignments will include a final paper of over 2,000 words 
in length and a short presentation based on the content of the final paper.  
Course Plan：
1 Session 1: The 'katei' ideal: The emergence of the modern family in 

Japan
2 Session 2: The origin of the housewife
3 Session 3: The emergence of the 'salaryman'
4 Session 4: 'Good-wife-wise-mother' ideology and the expansion of 

education for women
5 Session 5: Student culture at the Taisho-era higher schools for girls
6 Session 6: Taisho-era student culture at the elite higher schools for 

boys
7 Session 7: Mass consumerism
8 Session 8: Sexuality and deviance: the Cafe and 'moga'
9 Session 9: Mass Media, part One: the mass periodical 'King'
10 Session 10: Mass Media Part Two: 'Shufu no Tomo' and the new mass 

periodicals for women
11 Session 11: New ideals of marriage, courtship and romance
12 Session 12: Feminist intellectuals and the 'New Woman': Yosano 

Akiko and Hiratsuka Raicho
13 Session 13: The idealization of Motherhood and the new literature on 

child rearing
14 Session 14: The age of the child: new literature for children
Other Other: The Taisho-era ideal of cultivation
Method of Evaluation：

Evaluation will be based on attendance and participation (40%), a final 
paper (40%), and a final presentation (20%).  
Textbooks：

The main text we will focus on in class will be the book entitled 'House 
and Home in Modern Japan: Architecture, Domestic Space, and 
Bourgeois Culture, 1880-1930' by Jordan Sand (Harvard University Press, 
2003)
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

All classes, including the first class, will be conducted online via Webex 
meetings.  
You will be sent the link to the first class the day before the class.  
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