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Course Description/Objectives/Teaching Method/Intended Learning
Outcome：

The course on Japan and India introduces the connections Japan has 
created with India over centuries. It studies the strategic, regional, 
cultural, economic, religious, educational, technological, strategic and 
political connection between the two countries. The cultural and religious 
connections between Japan and India existed in the ancient past but have 
been absorbed in the cultural and religious ethos of Japan. During the 
interwar period Japanese Pan-Asian aspirations connected it with Indo-
Islamic and Indo-nationalistic aspirations bringing in Indian intellectuals 
and revolutionaries. From the 1960s Japan has supported India financially 
through ODA to rebuild its economy and international infrastructure. This 
has allowed it to gain access to Indian resources and markets. Dependent 
on imports Japan is keen to keep maritime trade routes of the Indian 
Ocean conform to a rules-based order. But China’s muscular policies 
threaten to destabilize the status quo. The changed geopolitical reality of 
the Indian Ocean has brought Japan and India closer. Japan is forging a 
new strategic, economic, nuclear and technological partnership with India 
and rest of South Asia. It sees how Japan and India deal with security 
challenges, rule-based trade, nuclear business and maritime threats. 
Japanese and Indian diplomacy give importance to securing passages in 
the Indian Ocean and bringing China into the international order. The 
course will analyze Japan’s soft power in India and its economic and 
political value. It will also bring up the issue of caste discrimination and 
the ways it affects the lives of the underprivileged. After completing the 
course students will be able to understand the religious, cultural, political, 
maritime and commercial activities between Japan with India and the 
future direction such activates will take. 
After completing the course students will:
1. acquire the ability to demonstrate their knowledge of
comparative methodology
2. become aware of the interactive areas of Indian and Japanese
cultures
3. develop the ability to analyze India and Japan from a historical
perspective
4. become familiar with some Sanskrit and vernacular words
5. understand and describe selected texts on India and Japan
6. develop the ability to think critically and write analytically
7. acquire habits of mind to pursue knowledge independently and
scientifically
8. understand the relationship between Japan, the US, China and 
India in an interconnected world.

The class will be conducted in real time (on Webex) but students are 
requested to watch On Demand video in advance.

The course is meant for both Japanese and international students who are 
interested in cross-cultural issues connected with Japan and India. 
Through this course students will be able to connect with other courses on 
Japan and the world in the university curriculum. 
Course Plan：
1 Japan-India perspectives, policies and histories. The lecture will deal 

with the different kinds of connections Japan and India have forged 
over centuries ranging from spiritual and educational to bilateral and 
strategic.

2 Japan and Indo-Buddhist Culture—Bodhisena in Japan. The lecture 
will deal with oceanic trade, spread of Buddhism, accelerated 
religious journeys and transformation of global communities.

3 Japan and the Indian Ocean Trade. The lecture will deal with Japan’s 
commercial interest in the Indian Ocean and the role of India in 
developing good governance and rule of law in the region.

4 Mercantilism and Japanese ODA to India. The lecture will deal with 
the way Japan uses mercantilism and ODA to promotes economic 
interest in India and help it to overcome poverty and environmental 
pollution. Feedback on assignments.

5 Indian Intellectuals in Japan.  The lecture will deal with Indian 
admiration for Japan brought Visvesvaraya, Ross Masood, Samaldas, 
Swami Vivekananda, Tagore, Rashbehari Bose, Shubhas Bose, 
Hariprabha Takeda, Chandru Advani, Jagmohan Chandrani and others 
to Japan. We will study their motivations, concerns and contributions. 

6 Modernity in India and Japan. The lecture will deal with the Japanese 
and Indian intellectual traditions and how they brought in rationalism, 
industrialization, representative, representative democracy, public 
education, and modern bureaucracy.

7 Indian Freedom Fighters in Japan. The lecture will deal with Indian 
freedom fighters like Barkatullah, Sahay, Rash Behari Bose, V. C. 
Lingam, Aiyappan Nair, Hariprabha Takeda, Shubhas Bose and others 
who used Japan to mount a concerted attack on British rule in India.

8 Sanskrit Origin of Japanese Words and Brahmin Deities in Japan. The 
lecture will deal with Sanskrit origin of Japanese worlds, Sanskrit 
Siddham script in Japan, Brahminical gods and goddesses in Japan 
and some useful Japanese and Sanskrit words.

9 Indo-Islamic Culture in Japan. The lecture will deal with Muslim 
scholars, thinkers, language teachers, restaurant workers and used car 
traders coming to Japan from the Heian period to modern times. 
Feedback on presentation and final report. 

10 Japanese Soft Power in India. The lecture will deal with Japanese 
anime, manga, food and fashion and Indian movies, food, Ayurveda, 
homeopathy, student exchange, dance and yoga.

11 Japanese Shinkansen and Automobile Technologies in India. The 
lecture will deal with the introduction of Japanese automobile and 
shinkansen technologies in India from mid-1980s to the present and 
their benefits to both nations.

12 Japanese Language Boom in India and Summing Up. The lecture will 
deal with the decade-old interest of studying the Japanese language in 
India to find jobs or understand Japanese culture. Feedback on final 
project. 

13 Caste in Indian and Japan. The lecture will deal with similarities and 
differences in Indian and Japanese discriminatory practices. The caste 
discrimination hound oppressed communities in Japan and India 
affecting their lives and mental health.

14 Japan and India Nuclear Connections. The lecture will deal with India-
Japan nuclear partnership over fifty years and the signing of the 
civilian nuclear pact in 2005 and a nuclear deal in 2017.

Other Study of Comparative Methodologies. The comparative class on 
Japan and India will help students to understand comparative 
methodologies to complete their projects successfully. 

Method of Evaluation：

Students’ grades will be based on the following criteria: 
1. Final Essay: (60% credit) 3000 words plus 100 words abstract on any
theme related to the course
2. Weekly Lecture Summary Reports and attending online--real time and
on demand  (40% credit) 

Textbooks：

Williams, Mukesh and Wanchoo Rohit.(2008) Representing India: 
Literatures, Politics, and Cultures. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 
ISBN: 978-0-19-569226-8

Students will be provided with material in class or via email in advance.
Reference Books：

Hasegawa, Yozo. (2010) Rediscovering Japanese Business Leadership: 15 
Japanese Managers and Companies They’re Leading to New Growth. 
Trans Anthony Kimm. Singapore: Wiley & Sons. ISBN: 13: 
978-0470824955

Chellaney, Brahma. (2010). Asian Juggernaut: The Rise of China, India, 
and Japan. New York: Harper Paperbacks. ISBN: 13: 978-0061363085 
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Lecturer's Comments to Students：

1st Session: ON DEMAND VIDEO LECTURE AND REAL-TIME 
WEBEX CLASS.  
The WebEx URL for real-time class will be provided on the Class Support 
System.
Before the first session, you are expected to watch video 1 (Japan-India 
Perspectives, Policies and Histories) on the class website for week 1. Read 
the text and come to the class. 
----------------------------------------------------------
Students will be expected to watch 'On Demand' videos before the class 
and read the document related to the topic before they come to the online 
class. They are also expected to write weekly reports and a final essay of 
3000 words. This is an exciting new class and will provide you with 
relevant information about the shared histories and new directions in 
Japan-India relationship. Students are expected to read the handout given 
to them in advance through the class web. Since it is going to be an online 
class wee will create a Line group to maintain a second line of 
communication. The course will require two hours of outside class 
reading per week as well as 30 minutes of homework preparation. 
Feedback on assignments, presentations, and class reports will be 
provided in the fourth and twelfth week of the semester. The course will 
help you to understand other courses connected with Japan and India 
within the university curriculum. 

IMPORTANT TO NOTE: Please submit all summaries and final report by 
email. My email is aryanjava＠keio.jp
Questions/Comments：

After listening to video lectures and reading the documents please bring 
your questions and comments to class. We will discuss them further. 
Please submit all assignments by email to aryanjava@keio.jp
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