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Message from the Dean
I am pleased to announce that the Graduate School of Business and Commerce of
Keio University is accepting applicants for the Master’s Degree Program in Taxation
Policy and Management for the 2020 academic year. All courses are offered in
English in a two-year program. A master’s degree will be awarded to students who
have successfully completed the prescribed course work, research, and practicum.

Begun in April 1996, this program is designed to meet the demand for qualified
specialists in the area of tax policy and administration in developing countries. The
program presumes that tax specialists are indispensable for the governance and
continued development of nations.

Students admitted to this special program will be awarded a two-year scholarship
from the World Bank through the Joint Japan / World Bank Graduate Scholarship
Program. This scholarship covers tuition, living expenses, and round-trip airfare
between Japan and the recipient’s home country.

Keio University, the oldest private university in Japan, is located in Tokyo, the
nation’s capital. Today, proud of our more than 150 year long history, Keio continues
to seek excellence in its tradition of educating leaders in various fields, particularly
those of business and industry. The Master ’s Degree Program in Taxation Policy
and Management is characterized by a unique curriculum which reflects Keio’s
expertise in the field of business administration. The professors in this program
have abundant experience in teaching and research in taxation, management, and
related fields. The knowledge and expertise of other experts, particularly those
associated with the National Tax Agency, are also utilized in the course of studies.

The following pages provide detailed information about this exceptional program.
If you believe that our program suits your professional and career objectives, I
strongly encourage you to apply. If you are accepted and work diligently throughout
the program, I am confident that you will find studying at Keio a challenging and
fulfilling experience.

Professor Kengo SAKAKIBARA
Dean
Graduate School of Business and Commerce
Keio University
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About Keio University
Keio University owes its beginnings to FUKUZAWA Yukichi（1835 -1901）
, a great intellectual whose
mastery of the philosophies of Western civilization helped lead Japan out of feudalism and isolation
into modernity. Fukuzawa commenced teaching the Dutch language in his own residence in Edo
. He later reorganized his school into a cooperative school with a capacity for about one
（now Tokyo）
hundred students, which he named Keio Gijuku, “Keio” being the name of the era of the time. The
educational corporation named Keio Gijuku now operates two elementary schools, four junior high
schools, five senior high schools, the university, one business school, and other research institutions.

Currently, the undergraduate division of Keio University is made up of the faculties of Letters,
Economics, Law, Business and Commerce, Science and Technology, Policy Management, Environment
and Information Studies, Nursing and Medical Care, Pharmacy, and the School of Medicine. Their
graduate counterparts are the graduate schools of Letters, Human Relations, Economics, Law,
Business and Commerce, Science and Technology, Business Administration, Media and Governance,
Health Management, Pharmaceutical Studies, Law School, Media Design, System Design and
Management, and Medicine.

Students of Keio University have a wealth of resources to pursue their studies. The Mita Campus main
library alone contains over four million books and journals, which includes a considerable collection
of foreign books and periodicals. Finally, students have the use of many computers found in several
different locations on campus.
https: / / www.keio.ac.jp / en /
https: / / www.youtube.com / user / keiouniversity
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE
The curriculum of the Graduate School of Business and Commerce is designed to fulfill different
objectives. The curriculum can prepare students for academic research and teaching positions in
commerce and marketing, economics, management or accounting. For those students who desire to
pursue successful administrative careers, it gives the necessary knowledge and skills for leadership
roles in business management, accounting or security market analysis.
A master’s degree is conferred upon students who have obtained all the required credits in their major
field during prescribed two-year period of graduate study and who have satisfactorily completed a
master’s thesis. Lecture courses are normally conducted by regular faculty members of the graduate
school; however, there are several lectures delivered by professors from other graduate schools of
Keio University as well as by eminent visiting scholars. Most seminar courses are taught by regular
faculty members who are responsible for supervising students in the writing of their theses.
http: / / www.fbc.keio.ac.jp / graduate / en /
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Program Description

Since 1996, the Graduate School of Business and Commerce of Keio University has been training
promising tax personnel in the field of tax policy and administration with its Master’s Degree Program
in Taxation Policy and Management. This program brings together the cooperation of Keio University,
the National Tax Agency of Japan（NTA), and the World Bank in an alliance between public and private
institutions.
Keio University, a leading private university in Japan, established the program as one of the
partnership programs of the Joint Japan / World Bank Graduate Scholarship Program（JJ / WBGSP）
.
Funded by the Government of Japan and administered by the World Bank, the JJ / WBGSP is a
personnel training project which awards scholarships to help developing countries strengthen their
human resources.
The Graduate School of Business and Commerce of Keio University and the National Tax Agency have
responded to this mission of the JJ / WBGSP by training five scholars each year in the area of tax policy
and management. Participants are expected to return to their home countries to become leaders in
improving taxation practices.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
◦ To demonstrate the relation between tax administration（including taxation systems）and economic
growth from the viewpoint of administration and public finance.
◦ To teach the entire taxation process, from enactment of legislation that implements tax policy to tax
law enforcement.
◦ To give students the opportunity to see theory translated into practice, through studying and
evaluating the practices of the National Tax Agency.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
Students of the program will have the unique opportunity of earning a master’s degree from a Japanese
university with coursework conducted completely in English. As a culmination of their studies, students
will submit an individual research thesis, written under the supervision of Keio academic staff, and
take a final examination based on their thesis and seminar presentations. For the practicum portion of
the program run by the National Tax Agency, students must complete at least four credits and write a
thesis（see later section for details）
. Upon completion of the above requirements, students will earn a
Master of Arts degree in Business and Commerce from Keio University. This degree will be recognized
as a completion of the JJ / WBGSP.
◦ T here are four categories of subjects in the general curriculum: Introductory subjects, Basic
subjects, Specialized subjects, and Seminars. JJ / WBGSP students have to take at least 32 credits,
including 8 credits of Seminars or Joint Seminars, by graduation.
◦ In addition to the minimum credit requirements, the program requires receiving final approval of the
written thesis and passing the Thesis Defence（an oral examination on the thesis submitted）for
completion.
◦ In addition, JJ / WBGSP students must complete the NTA practicum. Credits obtained（4）in the twoyear practicum are included in the minimum credit requirements mentioned above.
Program Description
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COURSEWORK
The curriculum offers a wide range of courses, giving students the opportunity to investigate tax issues
from various points of view. To achieve the objective of the program to develop human resources,
students will take courses that have a practical and applied orientation, focusing on analysis of
examples and case studies. Students will also participate in weekly seminars organized each semester
to facilitate their research on various aspects of taxation policy and practice. JJ / WBGSP students may
also have the opportunity to participate in intensive courses that are organized by visiting professors
to the Graduate School of Business and Commerce. Outside of the regular coursework, on occasion
students may also partake in special half-day seminars led by guest speakers who are distinguished
individuals in the fields of taxation and economics. The goal of these seminars is to stimulate the
exchange of ideas around specific taxation issues, and to help participants identify potential research
topics.

JJ / WBGSP students also have options outside the coursework of the Graduate School of Business
and Commerce. They may take courses offered in English by the International Center on a wide range
of subjects related to foreign and Japanese studies. Though credits from these courses do not apply
towards the fulfillment of the degree program, these courses offer students the opportunity to broaden
their studies beyond taxation policy and management. Students also have an opportunity to take
Japanese language courses.
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Program Requirements 2019-2020
＊

Course offerings may change in AY 2020-2021.

Required Subjects

Elective Subjects

1st year
Introductory Subjects
- Business Economics I（2）
- Business Economics II（2）

Basic Subjects
-

Japanese Economy（2）
Domestic Tax Law（2）
International Tax Law（2）
International Economy（2）
Accounting（2）

Specialized Subjects
- Advanced Study of Public Finance（4）

Seminars
- Seminar: Public Finance（4）

Basic Japanese I / II
＊

non-credit subjects

Basic Subjects
- Academic Writing（2）
- Business Communication（2）
- Introduction to Econometrics（2）

Specialized Subjects
- International Accounting III（1）
- Advanced Study of International Relations（2）
- Advanced Study of International Economy（2）
＊
AY2019 N/A
- Advanced Study of Micro Marketing（2）
- Advanced Study of Taxation and Economic
Policies（2）＊AY2019 N/A

Global Passport Program
Workshop D
＊

non-credit subject

This subject is basically offered
for undergraduate students.

1st or 2nd year
Specialized Subjects
- Advanced Study of Tax Administration（2）

- Advanced Study of Finance（2）
- Macroeconomics（2）
- Globalization and Human Resources
Management（2）
＊

4 or more credits from above three subjects
are required.

1st and 2nd year
Seminars
- Seminar: Advanced Study of Taxation and
Economic Policies（4）
- Seminar: Advanced Study of Tax
Administration（2）

＊
（1）
= 1 credit
（2）= 2 credits
（4）= 4 credits

Program Description

5

Course Description (summary)
＊Detailed Course Descriptions are available at:
http: / / www.ic.keio.ac.jp / en / study / jjwbgsp / course_description.html
Business Economics I
The objective of this course is to learn basic microeconomic topics such as demand, supply, and
markets in a manner that emphasizes their managerial relevance within today’s business environment.
Students are required to make presentation on the content of the textbook in the class.
Business Economics II
The objective of this course is to learn applications of organizational architecture. It provides insights
of contemporary management issues including leadership, ethics, regulation, and outsourcing.
Students are required to make presentation on the content of the textbook in the class.
Japanese Economy
This course is provided for studying macro-economic features of the Japanese economy such
as its growth, inflation, exchange rates, fiscal balance and external balance. The objective of the
course is to understand and discuss monetary and fiscal policy responses to those macro-economic
developments, taking due account of the emerging issues caused by ageing and declining population.
Domestic Tax Law
This course is to provide lectures on an outline of the tax system of Japan, focusing on the individual
income tax, the corporate income tax, the consumption tax（VAT）and the inheritance and gift tax.
Analysis based on international comparison will be incorporated. The course will also discuss the
general direction of tax reforms that have been and are to be undertaken in Japan in response to
changes in the economic and social environments.
International Tax Law
The tax system is basically confined by a national border while business activities are increasingly
crossing a national border, thus raising conflicts between business and tax authorities as well as
between different tax authorities. The international tax law is to make taxation on cross-border activities
predictable for taxpayers and to allocate taxation rights fairly among different tax authorities. This
course will provide principles of international taxation developed to date in particular at the OECD and
pick up policy practices among major tax authorities to preserve fair tax revenue. It will also deal with
the current topical issues facing tax authorities related to the tax planning of multinational companies.
International Economy
The purposes of this course is to present and analyze international policy and institutional frameworks
on macro-economy, finance, trade and development for sustaining the world economic growth and to
explore ways to address future challenges. A pragmatic approach rather than a theoretical approach
will be taken throughout the course. Students are expected to actively participate in discussions.
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Accounting
The course will explain the basic rules and principles underlying IFRS（International Financial Reporting
Standards）
. We will start with the study of disclosure rules, like the format of financial statements and the
main concepts in the conceptual framework. In this part, we will use the financial statements of H&M and
Fastretailing as case studies.
Then, we will go on with the assessment of assets and liabilities, focusing on the use of fair value and
its economic consequences. Themes reviewed in the second part of the course will include financial
instruments, tangible fixed assets, intangible assets, and pension liabilities. Case studies will include
LVMH, Huawei, Softbank and LG.
Advanced Study of Tax Administration
In this course, we will try to seek for best practices of tax administration under each country’s given
conditions, especially in order to implement complicated tax laws, to be trusted by taxpayers, to
counter abusive tax practices, and to build cooperative relationship with taxpayers. Experiences（both
successful and unsuccessful）of Japan’s National Tax Agency（NTA）and other countries’ tax agencies
will be discussed.
Advanced Study of Finance
The governance structure of limited liability companies that stipulates the relationship among the
management, stockholders, creditors, employees, suppliers and customers is important in determining
the performance of the economy. Although the OECD countries are generally characterized as market
economies, there are considerable differences among these countries in the organizational structure
of the economy. One of the major aims of this course is to understand the institutional differences
in corporate-governance structures of companies in major industrial countries including the United
States, Japan, Germany, France and the United Kingdom. The differences in the corporate-governance
structure have a number of implications for the performance of companies. For example, the cost of
capital and the effective use of human resources would be affected by this structure. In recent years,
the deepening international integration of economic activities has heightened awareness of crosscountry differences in corporate-governance structure and putting a strong pressure for convergence
in some aspects of corporate governance systems. The course will also survey these trends.
Macroeconomics
This course will introduce you to the study of the economy as a whole. The course begins with an
introduction to the history of economic thought. We then move onto a formal study of macroeconomics
by studying standard economic theories that attempt to explain how unemployment, inflation and output
are determined. In the final part of the course, we study real world economic issues in detail and learn
how to apply economic models to the real world as well as evaluate economic models critically.
Globalization and Human Resources Management
This course aims to introduce students to some of the main principles of organisations and how they
function. We will look at basic concepts that affect organisations such as leadership, motivation and
Program Description
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reward, group dynamics and organisational culture. A key theme of the course is to lay out the ways
in which human resources are organised and motivated to achieve organisational goals through
strategic human resource management（HRM）. We will examine these issues against the backdrop
of globalisation and how organisations are changing to manage the challenges of an increasing
‘borderless’ world. Throughout, there will be a heavy emphasis on Japanese organisations and how
Japanese firms are developing HRM strategies to compete more effectively against global competition.
We will use a mixture of lectures and case studies, and the lecturer will bring his own experiences in
business to reinforce theoretical points. The course will be interactive, and emphasis will be put on
class participation and discussion.
Advanced Study of Public Finance
(Spring)
Objective: To provide a basic framework of public finance at macroeconomic level, starting from fiscal
and monetary policy in a standard macroeconomics, public debt in a growing economy, cost-benefit
analysis, public goods, international debt and international tax issues.
Teaching Method: Lecture is given and then discuss on the topic.
Covered Topic: Monetary and Fiscal Policy, the Structure of Budgetary Process, Revenue Forecasting,
Public Debt, Cost-Benefit Analysis, Public Goods and Bads, Local Public Finance, Finance and
Development, International Issues in Public Finance, Social Security
(Fall)
Objective: To provide a basic framework of public finance, at microeconomic level, starting from a
general theory of taxation on commodity, income and corporate profits and then extending issues of
tax evasion, and compliance, and tax reform.
Teaching Method: Lecture is given and then discuss on the topic. Sometimes, exercise is given for
clarifying your understanding.
Covered Topic: A Framework of Taxation, Consumption Taxation, Individual Income Taxation, Corporate
Taxation, Capital Income Taxation, Inheritance and Gift Taxation, Tax Compliance and Evasion, Tax Reform
Seminar: Public Finance
Students are supposed to read and discuss with one of assigned papers every week. So that they can
acquire basic knowledge of key issues in recent research on public finance and they can also learn
how to write a good academic paper.
Students are also required to write, at least, one research paper on the topics related to public finance
as a term paper or a part of Master’s thesis.
Seminar: Advanced Study of Taxation and Economic Policies
This seminar will discuss various aspects of economic policy making in meeting the challenges of
globalization. The goal is to broaden and deepen students’ knowledge of and understanding on issues
particularly related to tax policies and tax administration. Theoretical aspects as well as practical
experiences of specific countries in implementing tax policies will be studied. Issues that are currently
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being discussed at various international fora will also be reviewed. The extensive discussions on these
issues during the class will enable students to familiarize themselves with these issues and to engage
in more informed and effective discussions. The emphasis of the course will be placed more on what is
happening in the real world, especially in developing countries, and the discussions will be made from
the perspective of policy makers.
Seminar: Advanced Study of Tax Administration（National Tax Agency Practicum）
This seminar will take up practical measures for attaining a fair and efficient tax administration. The
discussion will cover a variety of specialized fields of tax administration, by utilizing materials based
on Japanese experiences.
Academic Writing
In this course, participants will work on the interrelated skills of（a）understanding the writings of
others and（b）improving their abilities to express their thoughts in writing. Students will refine their
writing skills both through homework, requiring both writing assignments and analysis of readings, and
in-class group work. One part of each class will be devoted to peer editing, in which students review
and constructively criticize each other’s work. Another part will be reserved for student presentations,
in which teams will explain and give examples of the day’s topic. The course aims to develop writing
skills that will be useful to students who are pursuing graduate study as well as to those who intend to
begin or continue their careers in the private or public sectors.
Business Communication
In this course, we will try to develop knowledge of the customs and ways of thinking that influence
communication in Japan, with the goal to promote successful interaction and social integration. Each
week, we will read and discuss research dealing with such topics as work arrangements, leisure / play,
gift giving, language politics, gender roles, the position of minorities, social hierarchies, and（not least）
food. We will also talk about how customs and worldviews are shaped by nationalism and class differences.
In addition, we will consider these issues from comparative angles, to better understand how similar
trends are manifest in other countries outside Japan.
Introduction to Econometrics
The emphasis of this class is on linear models with R. The objective is to learn what methods are available
and more importantly, when they should be applied. Many examples are presented to clarify the use of
the techniques and to demonstrate what conclusions can be made.
International Accounting III
This course starts with an introduction of international financial reporting standards（IFRS）, including
basic concepts and reporting practices. Then it focuses on accounting for intangible assets like
software, brands, patents, goodwill, licenses and copyrights. Companies from various industries and
origins will be used as case studies in order to illustrate the accounting practices related with M&As,
intangible assets recognition, and measurement issues in IFRS.
Program Description
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Advanced Study of International Relations
The objective of this course is to discuss and deepen the understanding of policy implications of
economic globalization.
The course will take up specific issues that are relevant to current global economic conditions and
policies especially in the Asian context. Students will have the opportunity to study and deepen their
knowledge of important issues faced by policy makers in today’s globalized world. The class will
review developments in the global economy and discuss the challenges imposed on globalization by
the recent backlash against free trade. It will explore ways to enhance international cooperation in the
coming years.
The emphasis of the course will be placed more on what is happening in the real world and less on
theoretical aspects of the issues. Discussions will be made from practical and policy perspectives.
Classroom discussions will enable students to familiarize themselves with these issues and to engage
in discussions in a more informed and effective manner.
Advanced Study of Micro Marketing
This Global Marketing course is intended to be a discussion with and by the students on marketing
issues faced by global companies. The sessions of the course cover topics that can be reviewed in
advance by the students in the reference books: they start by defining what are marketing,（national）
culture, and internationalization, before moving to the concrete steps of the internationalization
process, with its consequences on marketing.
Basic Japanese I & II
The objective of this course is to provide students the opportunity to learn oral communication skills
in everyday situations around the university. Students will learn the basic vocabulary and essential
conversations for, but not limited to, greeting, introducing themselves and shopping. Students will also
gain the basic Japanese reading and writing skills in Hiragana and Katakana.
At the end of this course, students will be able to:
- introduce themselves in Japanese
- comprehend essential daily conversations and respond to them in Japanese
- understand basic Japanese vocabulary and grammar
- read and write some sentences in Hiragana and Katakana
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Academic Calendar
The academic calendar at Keio University starts on April 1 and ends on March 31 of the following year.
The academic year is divided into two semesters, Spring Semester and Fall Semester.

1st
year

2nd
year

Early April

Orientation for JJ / WBGSP students

Early April

Postgraduate Entrance Ceremony

Early April

Spring Semester classes start

End of July

Spring Semester classes end

Early August - September 21

Summer Break

September 22

Fall Semester classes start

Early October

Practicum at the National Tax Agency starts

December 28 - January 5

Winter Break

January 6

Classes resume

End of January

Fall Semester classes end

March

Intensive Lecture at the National Tax Agency

Early April

Spring Semester classes start

End of April

Practicum at the National Tax Agency ends

Mid June

Practicum Closing Ceremony

End of July

Spring Semester classes end

Early August - September 21

Summer Break

September 22

Fall Semester classes start

Mid November

Master’s Thesis Title due

December 28 - January 5

Winter Break

January 6

Classes resume

End of January

Master’s Thesis due / Fall Semester classes end

End of February

Thesis Defense（oral examination）

March 28

Postgraduate Degree Conferring Ceremony
JJ / WBGSP Graduation Reception

*The schedule is subject to change.

Program Description
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Practicum at the National Tax Agency

The National Tax Agency（NTA）is the administrative agency in charge of assessment
and collection of internal taxes in Japan, except customs duty.
The NTA offers staff training to NTA officials through its training institution, the National Tax College（NTC）
.
This college also engages in academic research on taxation while providing outreach programs for
officials of developing countries.
The purpose of the NTA Practicum is to provide students with the opportunity to attend lectures
given by tax officials who are currently in charge of tax administration and to visit places where tax
administration is actually carried out. The Practicum is also intended to help students to gain some
practical knowledge in tax administration. Students are required to attend the NTA Practicum mainly
every Monday from October 2019 to June 2020.
Sample Schedule of Practicum at the NTA, Cohort 24
Date

AM

7-Oct-19

Mon

21-Oct

Mon

Country Report Presentation（1）

Country Report Presentation（2）

28-Oct

Mon

Outline of Japanese Tax System /
Japanese Tax Administration

Income Tax

11-Nov

Mon

Corporate Income Tax

18-Nov

Mon

Consumption Tax / Withholding Tax

【Field Trip】
Tax Collections Call Center

25-Nov

Mon

【Field Trip】
Regional Taxation Bureau

【Field Trip】
Regional Tax Office

2-Dec

Mon

Management of Revenue claims /
Collection of Delinquent Tax

Property Tax

9-Dec

Mon

Services for Taxpayers

【Field Trip】
Tax Counsel Office / Tax Space ☆ UENO

16-Dec

Mon

Human Resource Management

Research Paper Guidance（2）

Research Paper Guidance（3）

20-Jan-20

Mon

Staff Training

A Tour at the NTC Wako Campus・Tax Museum /
Research Paper Guidance（4）

27-Jan

Mon

Cooperative Organization /
Certified Tax Accountant System

【Field Trip】
Japan Federation of ZEIRISHI（CPTA’s）
Associations

3-Feb

Mon

Research Paper Preparation（1）

Research Paper Preparation（1）

10-Feb

Mon

Research Paper Guidance（5）

Research Paper Preparation（3）

17-Feb

Mon

Tax Examination（1）

Tax Examination（2）

2-Mar

Mon

International Taxation（1）

International Taxation（2）

9-Mar

Mon

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

10-Mar

Tue

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

11-Mar

Wed

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

12-Mar

Thu

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

13-Mar

Fri

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

Intensive Lecture on Tax Treaty

16-Mar

Mon

Remedy for Infringement Taxpayer Rights

Research Paper Guidance（6）

23-Mar

Mon

Theme Discussion（1）

Theme Discussion（2）

30-Mar

Mon

Overview of the NTA’s ICT System

【Field Trip】
Japan Federation of Corporation Associations

6-Apr

Mon

Quasi-Negotiation on Tax Treaty

Quasi-Negotiation on Tax Treaty

13-Apr

Mon

Quasi-Negotiation on Tax Treaty

Quasi-Negotiation on Tax Treaty

20-Apr

Mon

Research Paper Presentation（1）

Research Paper Presentation（2）

21-Apr

Tue

Research Paper Presentation（3）

Evaluation Meeting

15-Jun

Mon

*The schedule is subject to change.
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PM
Opening Ceremony / Program Orientation /
Research Paper Guidance（1）

Practicum at the National Tax Agency

Closing Ceremony

Lectures
Japanese Tax System: The members of the NTC faculty offer the course on the fundamentals of the
Japanese tax system and principal tax laws concerning income tax, corporation tax and consumption
tax（Japan’s VAT）
. This course is a prerequisite for the subsequent course on Japanese tax
administration.
Japanese Tax Administration: Lectures will be given on specific topics such as the administrative
work involved with tax examination, taxpayer services, revenue management and collection, and
international taxation. Each lecture is given by members of the NTC faculty as well as NTA officials.
Individual Research
Individual Research: Utilizing the knowledge acquired in the coursework, and with the assistance and
guidance of professors and assistant professors of the NTC, students are required to write a research
paper. For the paper, students choose one major issue/problem that his/her tax administration faces
and present a recommendation/solution to the issue/problem.（Therefore, students are strongly urged
to bring relevant data and research materials with them from their own home countries.）
Quasi-Tax Treaty Negotiation
Students will be given an opportunity to conduct a quasi-tax treaty negotiation.
In order to provide students with sufficient knowledge for tax treaty negotiation, a one-week tax treaty
intensive course will be held in March 2020.
Field Trips
To broaden the practical knowledge of the students, various field trips are also planned to visit regional
taxation bureaus, tax offices, and so on. These visits will allow students to have Q & A sessions with
tax officials and observe the actual work in progress.

Practicum at the National Tax Agency
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Alumni Voice
Rieska Wulandari
（Indonesia）

This program is exceptional in terms of a
combination between courses held at Keio
University and practicum organized by

The National Tax Agency. This approach is considered relevant for developing
our knowledge in taxation as it complements lectures with field practice. At
Keio University, we obtain guidance from Professors with years of experience in
taxation, public policy, public finance and economics. The lectures sharpened my
understanding of the unique process of economic development in Japan and its policies to maintain
the sustainability of tax revenue. At the same time, the intensive course organized by the National Tax
Agency of Japan brings us together with colleagues from other universities. Variety of nationalities in
class brought me chance to have enjoyable discussions and exchanging ideas. Despite our differences
and backgrounds, we enrich ourselves with many issues from different perspectives. I am very blessed
to receive generous guidance from the professors and warm assistance from the International Center
as I spent my study in Japan. I would not hesitate to recommend this program to those seeking ideas
to improve the performance of tax authority.

Teopolina Shiwoomwenyo Amupolo
（Namibia）

This program is the best in the world, with
a long standing tradition of excellence. It is
more of a strategic academic program, which

I believe was designed to boosting knowledge based on taxation. The program
equips students with high quality course work and a comprehensive background
on a wide range of subjects related to economics, taxation and management
which is also complemented by a number of seminars such as Advance Studies
in Taxation and Economic Policies and Seminar in Public Finance. It also offers an interesting
practicum coordinated by the National Tax Agency of Japan that engage students both practically
and theoretically by which we were afforded an opportunity to grasp the entire picture of how Japan
administer taxes. The program was indeed unique and also exciting. It has provided us with the best
venue to gain industrial insight, evaluate our passion, interests and analyze how taxation will positively
impact our countries’ industrial and economic development. Moreover, we have experienced the best
Professors and I have now perceived Keio University as an opportunity which is more than just studying,
but a way to transform my own vision for the world, share my dreams, and exchange perspectives with
other students as well as a chance to broaden my horizons and shape my future goals.

Bilal Hassan
（Pakistan）

This program is extremely valuable for tax
professionals. Both theoretical and practical
dimensions of the program fully cater to

the capacity-building requirements of the participants, who are provided highquality interdisciplinary training in the field of taxation and management combining
the disciplines of economics, public finance, and domestic and international
taxation. The program helps the participants to undertake meaningful research
under the supervision of distinguished professors. Additionally, participants get the opportunity to
attend seminars and workshops and are exposed to a multicultural environment, which will expand
their intellectual abilities. Thus, the whole program goes a long way in boosting the confidence
and developing the professional skills of the participants. Learning new skills and becoming
more resourceful, the participants will be able to contribute toward improving taxation policy and
management in their home countries. I therefore strongly encourage tax professionals from developing
countries to participate and benefit from this high-quality program.
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Information for International Students

VISA INFORMATION
Students in the Master’s Degree Program in Taxation Policy and Management must obtain a Student
visa in order to study in Japan. In order to apply for Student visa, you will require a Certificate of
Eligibility. International Exchange Services Group, Office of Student Services of Keio University will
serve as a proxy in Japan to submit an application for this certificate at a regional Immigration Bureau
office in Japan. After the Certificate of Eligibility is issued, Keio University will send it with other
necessary documents to the student, whereupon the student will apply for a visa at the Japanese
embassy or consulate in his / her home country.

HOUSING
Keio University will provide fully-furnished university dormitories off campus, which are offered to
students at reduced prices.
If you wish to live elsewhere, it is entirely your responsibility to find housing on your own. Please bear
in mind that the university dormitory is not capable of accommodating your families.

INVITING FAMILY MEMBERS
JJ/WBGSP students who wish to invite family members to Japan MUST inform the program adviser
before they actually come to Japan. If you are planning to live with one or more members of your
family, please note that you must arrange your own private accommodation. You are also responsible
for their visa applications, financing additional costs, and formalities at the Ward/City Offices for
family members. It should also be noted that although communicating in English is possible within the
university, it is not widely used in daily life among Japanese people. Therefore, careful consideration
must be given to the implications of inviting your family members, as Keio University encourages you
to focus on your studies during your stay in Japan.

FINANCE
Please refer to the table below for a monthly estimation of living costs.
You may find it necessary to augment your living expenses with personal funds.
Category

Expenses（JPY）

Housing（University dormitory）

55,000 ～ 80,000*

Food

60,000

Expenses related to study and research 15,000
Transportation

9,000

Medical Insurance

Subsidized for scholars

Mobile Phone

5,000 or more

Daily commodities

8,000

*Excluding non-refundable deposit: JPY 20,000 per year. Monthly lodging fee may be subject to change.

Information for International Students
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TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP
Number of scholarship awards:

Up to four scholars for the 2020 academic year - 2021 academic year

Scholarship period: 		

Two years（from April 2020 to March 2022）

SCHOLARSHIP BENEFITS
- A Monthly stipend: JPY 152,000
*To cover all living expenses（accommodations, food, etc., including books）.
- Application Fee, Admission Fee, and Tuition
- Economy-class air travel between your home country and Japan at the start of your study program
at Keio and immediately following the end of the scholarship period. In addition to the two-way air
travel, scholars will receive a USD500 travel allowance for each trip;
The JJ / WBGSP scholarship does not cover:
- VISA application（s）costs;
- Expenses to bring and / or support a scholar’s family members;
- Extra-curricular courses or training;
- Language training not provided by the graduate program;
- Additional travel during the course of the study program;
- Expenses related to research, supplementary educational materials, field trips, participation in workshops /
seminars, or internships; or
- Educational equipment such as computers.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
◦ B e a national of a Bank member country that is eligible to receive Bank financing and not be a
national of any country that is not eligible to receive the Bank financing. For the list of eligible World
Bank countries, see https: / / goo.gl. / SesJso.
◦ Not hold dual citizen of any developed country.
◦ Be in good health with respect to the capacity to be a productive scholar for the duration of the
Graduate Program, as certified by a medical doctor.
◦ Hold a Bachelor’s degree or its equivalent with superior academic achievement earned at least
three（3）years prior to the Scholarship Application Deadline.
◦N
 ot received any scholarship funding to earn a Graduate degree or its equivalent from any sources
funded by the government of Japan.
◦B
 e employed in a paid and full time position at the time of the Scholarship Application Deadline
unless the applicant is from a country identified in the World Bank’s “Harmonized List of Fragile
Situations”. https: / / goo.gl / AeDWMU
◦H
 ave, by the time of the Scholarship Application Deadline, at least three（3）years of recent full
time paid professional experience in the field of tax policy and administration at a public body
after a Bachelor’s degree or its equivalent in the applicant’s home country or in another developing
country; If the applicant is from a country identified in the World Bank’s “Harmonized List of Fragile
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Situations” at the time of the Scholarship Application Deadline, the recent professional experience
does not have to be full time or paid.
◦ Not be an Executive Director, his / her alternate, staff of the World Bank Group（the World Bank,
International Development Association, International Finance Corporation, Multilateral Investment
Guarantee Agency, and International Center for Settlement of Investment Disputes）, or a close
relative of the aforementioned by blood or adoption with the term “close relative” defined as: Mother,
Father, Sister, Half-sister, Brother, Half-brother, Son, Daughter, Aunt, Uncle, Niece, or Nephew.
◦ Accepted to the University unconditionally or conditionally only upon securing financing.
◦ Demonstrate proficiency in the English language at the level of a TOEFL score of 79（iBT）or better,
or an IELTS score of 6.0 or better.
◦ Meet any other criteria for admission established by Keio University.
◦ Applicants must not be currently pursuing a Master’s or Ph.D. program in industrialized countries.
◦ A pplicants must not have had one or more years of training / studies and / or residency in an
industrialized country.
◦ Applicants must not be permanent residents / nationals of industrialized countries.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
◦ Applications are accepted upon completion of Online Registration and Submission of Application
Documents.
◦ Online Registration must be completed by October 24, 2019.
h
 ttps: / / wwwdc01.adst.keio.ac.jp / kj / ic / jjwbgsp / jjwbgsp2020.html
◦ Application documents must be submitted by mail and must reach the Keio University by October
31, 2019. We do not accept applications via fax or email.
◦ Send the original copy of the application documents. Copies of the application will not be accepted.
◦ Please make a copy of all the application documents for your records. The World Bank may
ask you to submit the copy in the selection process by the World Bank.
◦ Late applications and incomplete applications will not be accepted. Keio will not notify applicants of
missing documents.
◦ A pplication documents may also be downloaded from the homepage of the Master’s Degree
Program in Taxation Policy and Management.
http: / / www.ic.keio.ac.jp / en / study / jjwbgsp / index.html
◦ Applicants who have applied for a program offered by Keio and have passed the selection
process by Keio will be asked to complete additional online application by the World Bank,
which will make the final admission decision.
For the details of a selection process by the World Bank,
please refer to the following URL:
http: / / www.worldbank.org / en / programs / scholarships

Admission Information
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NOTES
1. All students admitted to the Master’s Degree
Program in Taxation Policy and Management at
Keio University will receive a Joint Japan / World
Bank Graduate Scholarship.
2. The maximum period of funding is two years.
3. The award may not be deferred or extended for
any reason.
4. At the conclusion of the program, recipients of the
JJ / WBGSP scholarship must return to their home
countries, where they will apply their enhanced
knowledge and skills to help accelerate the pace of
economic and social development. Therefore, you
cannot expect to pursue a Ph.D program.
5. If a student fails to obtain the master’s degree
within the above scholarship period, return airfare
will not be provided.
6. The JJ / WBGSP does not allow multiple awards
f ro m o t h e r f u n d i n g a g e n c i e s . I f a w a rd e d a
partial scholarship from other funding agencies
or universities, the student must provide the
JJ / WBGSP with detailed information about this
scholarship.
7. Applicants should have demonstrable assurance
of re-employment by an appropriate tax-related
public body in their home country upon program
completion.
8. Priority consideration will be given to applicants
who are officials of tax administration in active
service.
9. After graduation, alumni shall keep in touch with
Keio and the World Bank.
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APPLICATION DOCUMENTS
（1） Application CHECKLIST*
（2） Application form （5 pages）*
（3） Two letters of recommendation*［from two people who have direct knowledge of the applicant’s
professional experience］
（4） Letter of recommendation［from university professor］* （optional）
（5） Medical certificate*
（6） TOEFL or IELTS results［other certifications are NOT acceptable］
（7） Transcript of records［Original or certified by the university］
（8） Diploma / certificate of graduation［Original or certified by the university］
（9） True copy of passport, birth certificate or any OFFICIAL document showing the date of birth of
the applicant
（10） Proof of Employment
*Prescribed form. Available at http: / / www.ic.keio.ac.jp / en / study / jjwbgsp / admission.html
Documents (2)-(4) must be typed in. Handwriting will not be acceptable.
Please make a copy of all the application documents for your records. The World Bank may ask
you to submit the copy in the selection process by the World Bank.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
Applications for April 2020 admission must reach the JJ/WBGSP Office by no later than October 31, 2019.

PLACE OF SUBMISSION
JJ / WBGSP Office
c / o International Center, Keio University
2-15-45 Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-8345 JAPAN

NOTES
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
- The letters of recommendation must be filled out by two people who have direct knowledge of the
applicant’s professional experience. Recommenders must be individuals who can attest to your
professional experiences at work. It is strongly recommended at least one of the two required
professional recommendations be from a current or former supervisor. If you have had paid
employment, it is strongly preferred you seek professional recommendations from people you have
worked with during your paid employment.
- Submission of the letter of recommendation by a professor of the university from which the applicant
graduated is optional; you do not necessarily have to submit it.
- The letters should be signed, sealed and submitted together with the other materials, or they may be
sent directly by the person making the recommendation to the International Center of Keio University.
Application Instructions
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- We may contact your recommenders if necessary.
- In the selection process by the World Bank, you will be required to submit letters of recommendation.
PROOF OF ENGLISH PROFICIENCY
As proof of the applicant’s English ability, Keio University will ONLY accept an official TOEFL or IELTS
score report. Any other certifications will NOT be considered.
T OEFL: Have the score report sent directly to Keio University. The TOEFL Educational Testing
Service’s code for Keio University is 0773, and the department code for the JJ / WBGSP is 82.
IELTS: The score report should be sent directly to the International Center of Keio University.
TRANSCRIPTS, DIPLOMAS, AND CERTIFICATES
Official transcripts from the University（and Graduate School, if applicable）
, certified copies of
diplomas, as well as certified copies of passport or birth certificate are required. A certified copy is
a photocopy of the original document which has the signature and official of the registrar or notary
public. A photocopy of a certified copy is not acceptable. Documents issued in languages other than
English and Japanese must be accompanied by a certified English or Japanese translation. Keio will
not return any original documents submitted with an application.
PROOF OF EMPLOYMENT
Proof of current employment requires a signed and dated letter written within the last three months.
Any proof of employment should be on your employer’s letterhead, state the timeframe you were an
employee, and be signed by an authority such as head of human resources or your manager. It would
be best if this letter also lists your last title or position. Documentation of past employment can be the
letter of offer of employment.
SCREENING RESULTS
Keio will send applicants the admission process outcome by mail by late January 2020.
Keio University does not respond to any inquiries before the above date. As a rule, results of the
application will not be given by phone or fax.
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Master’s Degree Program
in Taxation Policy and Management, JJ/WBGSP
c/o International Exchange Services Group,
Office of Student Services, Keio University
2-15-45 Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-8345 JAPAN
Te l : +81 (3) 5427-1616
Fax: +81 (3) 5427-1638
e-mail: ic-jjwbgsp@adst.keio.ac.jp
http://www.ic.keio.ac.jp/en/study/jjwbgsp/index.html

Master’s Degree Program in Taxation Policy and Management, JJ/WBGSP
c/o International Center, Keio University
2-15-45 Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-8345 JAPAN
Tel : +81(3)5427-1616
Fax: +81(3)5427-1638
e-mail: ic-jjwbgsp@adst.keio.ac.jp
http://www.ic.keio.ac.jp/en/study/jjwbgsp/index.html

