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Course Description：

   Law is essential for preventing environmental damage as well as for 
improving environmental quality.  However, the law disregarding 
economic principles could make our economy disturbed and it could make 
it even impossible to achieve our goal for protecting the environment.  On 
the other hand, any economic activity cannot ignore legal rules related to 
the activity.  This course aims at studying environmental law, especially 
international environmental law, focusing on interrelationship between 
environmental law and economy.  
　*Non-PCP students can also register for this class.
Textbooks：

None.
Reference Books：

・Ulrich Beyerlin and Thilo Marauhn, International Environmental Law, 
Hart Pub (2011).
・Patricia Birnie, Alan Boyle and Catherine Redgwell, International Law 
& the Environment, Third edition, Oxford University Press (2009).
・Patricia Birnie & Alan Boyle, Basic Documents on International Law & 
the Environment, Oxford University Press (1996).
・Japan Environmental Council ed., The State of the Environment in Asia 
2006/2007 (United Nations University, 2010)
　*Other materials will be informed in the class.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 Environmental Law: Its Origin and Developments

  Environmental law is a body of public regulations intended for 
combating against environmental pollution and adverse impacts on 
the environment due to expansion and developments of economic 
activities. The course deals with the history of environmental law, 
especially international environmental law.

3 Environmental Law: Its Origin and Developments (continued)
4 Environmental Law: Its Origin and Developments (continued)
5 Fundamental Concepts and Principles of International Environmental 

Law
  Environmental law in each country has been evolving, influenced by 
policy coordination and environmental regulation at international 
level.  It has developed common fundamental concepts and principles, 
which constitute pillars of its legal system. The lecture deals with 
some of such concepts and principles, including sustainable 
development, polluter-pays principle (PPP) and precautionary 
principle.

6 Fundamental Concepts and Principles of Environmental Law 
(continued)

7 Fundamental Concepts and Principles of Environmental Law 
(continued)

8 Climate Change as Case Study
  Climate change law is a showcase where we see a number of 
examples of practical application of principles and policy instruments. 
Studying history and structure of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, its Kyoto Protocol and the recently 
adopted Paris Agreement, the lecture examines how these climate 
agreements and national regulations implementing these agreements 
apply principles and policy instruments actually.  we also examine 
economic instruments, such as emissions trading, environmental tax 
and subsidies, which have received more and more attention recently. 

9 Climate Change as Case Study (continued)
10 Climate Change as Case Study (continued)
11 Climate Change as Case Study (continued)
12 International business activities and environmental law

  The course surveys international environmental regulations relating 
to business activities in oversea market such as trade and investment 
and examine related legal problems.

13 International business activities and environmental law (continued)
14 International business activities and environmental law (continued)
Other Review and Summary of the class.
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

  All students are expected to attend every class, do the assigned readings, 
do presentation and participate actively in discussions.
Method of Evaluation：

 Class participation including presentation in the class (50％) and final 
report (50％)
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