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Course Description：

This course examines a number of facets of the Japanese culture, and 
explores the question of how a deeper understanding of these topics 
improves the ability to communicate both in Japan and in the international 
community. Lectures, readings, discussions, and assignments will expand 
your awareness of many of the understandings, attitudes, and 
communicative skills that are needed for social competency while in 
Tokyo. We will also consider these concepts from comparative angles, so 
that we can better understand how similar trends manifest in other 
countries as well.
Textbooks：

All reading materials will be provided by the instructor in PDF format.
Reference Books：

Students will need a college-level English dictionary in either print or 
electronic format.
Course Plan：
1 Class introduction and explanation of the syllabus
2 Communication and Space
3 Communication and Time
4 Visual Communication
5 Formalism in Communication
6 Group Consciousness and Communication
7 Relations of the High and Low
8 Attitudes Towards Communication I
9 Attitudes Towards Communication II
10 Restrained Communication
11 The Role of Silence and Ambiguity
12 Bridges and Networks of Communication
13 The Beauty of Simplicity
14 The Question of "Japaneseness"
Other Student Presentations
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

Note: Class size will be limited to 16 students. The class will be “built” 
around discussion of the required readings and peer evaluation of essays, 
so a limited class size will enable all students to participate.

General Expectations: This course is quite demanding, but I believe that it 
will help push each of the participants to grow both as scholars and as 
citizens of the international community. Students are expected to be 
attentive and contribute to in-class discussions, and express their ideas and 
opinions in a respectful manner. Classroom discussion of the provided 
reading materials is a central part of the class. Thus, students must be 
ready to read, write, and express their opinions each week.

Required Resources: Please make sure to have a working email account 
(not just an account associated with a keitai cell phone). You will also 
need access at home to a computer with word processing capabilities.
Method of Evaluation：

Grades will be based upon class participation and the quality of course 
work.

Grading Specifics:
--Attendance (mandatory) and discussion participation: 50% of the course 
grade
--Homework assignments: 25%
--Final presentation: 25%
Questions/Comments：

Please feel free to contact me by email (kurashig@fbc.keio.ac.jp), but also 
do not hesitate to approach me before or after class. If I am in my office 

and the light is on, please feel free to knock as I am always happy to speak 
with students if time is available.
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