
JAPAN AS THE FIRST DEVELOPING COUNTRY 2 credits

（Spring）

最初の開発途上地域としての日本 2 単位（春学期）
Japan as First Developing Country

Professor Emeritus UMEGAKI, MICHIO
名誉教授 梅垣 理郎

Course Description：

Though Japan reached the status of a developed country before World War 
II, its modernisation and industrialization processes exhibit the marks both 
of a typical postwar "developing country" and of a typical prewar 
"imperial power." As such, Japan's prewar development sheds light on 
both the lessons to be learned by the postwar developing countries and the 
shortcomings of the economic development-first orthodoxy which 
dominates the minds of postwar world leaders. 
Textbooks：

I will introduce relevant texts and journal articles once the classes begin.
Reference Books：

ditto.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction: What Japan is as we many of us know it vs. a Japan in a 

framework of a development
2 Changing Japan-1: the sources of pressures for change
3 Changing Japan-2: Japan in the changing world (2nd half of the 19th 

century)  
4 Changing Japan-3: Japan and modern wars
5 Changing Japan-4: Change from what to what?
6 Changes in Japan-1: the System of Rule
7 Changes in Japan-2: Explaining the nature and consequences of 

changes
8 Modernizing Japan-1: Concentration and dispersion of power
9 Modernizing Japan-2: International Adjustments
10 Breakdown of Modernizing Japan-1: Political Development and its 

shortcomings
11 Breakdown of Modernizing Japan-2: Political Participation and 

Burden of Economic Development
12 Breakdown of Modernizing Japan-3: Political Parties, Military and 

Citizenry
13 Breakdown of Modernizing Japan-4: prewar Japan as seen by  the 

"Outsiders"
14 Japan as the First Developing Country: An evaluation-1
Other Japan as the First Developing Country: An evaluation-2
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

Before taking this course, try to get some idea on what you would expect 
from this course --- how could anyone treat Japan as the first "developing" 
country.
Method of Evaluation：

A final paper on a topic which I will provide towards the end of the 
semester
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