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Course Description：

        This course examines the role played by the English language in 
contemporary Japan. Each class will examine this role from various 
perspectives and in various domains, and, taken together, they represent a 
wide-range survey of the linguistic, social and cultural issues that arise 
from the use of English in Japan. A major focus for many of the classes is 
the educational system, wherein the teaching and learning of English, as 
well as policies and planning regarding English, operate as a primary 
means of mediation between the language and society.
        The course has two main sections consisting of sub-classes. The first 
main section, which focuses on the relationship between the English 
language and educational policy and practice, is categorized as English in 
the Educational System. Sub-classes will look at the positioning of 
English within the curriculum, as well as debates over language pedagogy 
and different educational strategies.  Also covered in this sub-class are the 
attitudes and expectations of students and educational professionals who 
have an investment in the language.
        The second main section investigates English in Society and Culture. 
This section primarily examines the uses and meanings English has in 
popular culture and the public sphere (the linguistic landscape).  The way 
culture constructs particular concepts of English and draws associations 
between the language and other cultural factors, and the relationship the 
language has to cultural and ethnic identity will be examined.
Textbooks：

Materials will be provided in class.
Reference Books：

Kirkpatrick, Andy and Sussex, Rolanda. (Eds.). (2012). English as an 
International Language in Asia: Implications for Language Education. 
Springer. ISBN 978-94-007-4577-3
Seargeant, Philip. (Ed.). (2011).English in Japan in the Era of 
Globalization. Palgrave Macmillan. ISBN 978-0-230-23766-7
Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 Elite Discourse of Globalization
3 Students' and Teachers' Beliefs about English Teaching
4 Globalization and Identity
5 The Native Speaker English Teacher
6 Immigration, Diversity and Language Education in Japan
7 Japanese English
8 The Position of English for a New Sector of Japanese Youths
9 The Ideal Speaker of Japanese English
10 The Symbolic Meaning of Visual English 
11 The Use of CEFR and Can Do Statements in Second Language 

Courses in Japan
12 Designing English Curricula and Courses in Japanese Higher 

Education
13 Negotiating Indigenous Values with Anglo-American Cultures in ELT 

in Japan
14 The 150-year history of English language assessment in Japanese 

education
Other Exam and Review
Method of Evaluation：

Students’ grades  will be determined by their in-class presentations and 
the results of their final exam (oral presentation and submitted paper).

1


