
EUROPE'S ENCOUNTER WITH JAPAN 1543-1859 2 credits

（Spring）

ヨーロッパと日本の邂逅　１５４３－１８５９ 2 単位（春学期）

Lecturer MASSARELLA, DEREK P.
講師 マサレラ， デレク Ｐ.

Course Description：

This class will examine Europe's encounter with Japan from 1543, when 
the Portuguese arrived, until the 1850s when Japan was forced to 'open up' 
and sign unequal treaties with the United States and various European 
powers. The class will study the encounter from economic, diplomatic and 
cultural perspectives and relate it to developments within Japan and 
within the increasingly globalising world of East Asia. The aim is to 
stimulate discussion and debate about historical issues that continue to 
influence developments in today's world.  
Textbooks：

There is no set text. Students will be assigned reading material each week. 
However, students should prepare for the class by reading the relevant 
chapters in at least one of the reference books listed below.
Reference Books：

Conrad Totman, Early Modern Japan, Berkeley, 1993.
The Cambridge History of Japan Volume 4: Early Modern Japan, 
Cambridge, 1991.
Marius B. Jansen, The Making of Modern Japan, Cambridge MA, 2000.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction.
2 Background to European expansion in Asia.
3 The Portuguese in Japan: trade.
4 The Portuguese in Japan: religion and culture.
5 The shuinsen voyages, the arrival of the Dutch and English East India 

companies in Japan, relations with Spain.
6 The English East India Company in Japan 1613-1623.
7 The Dutch East India Company in Japan 1609-1641, the expulsion of 

the Spanish in 1624 and the expulsion of the Portuguese in 1639. 
8 Review of the above. Progress report on term papers.
9 The Dutch in Japan after 1641: trade.
10 The Dutch in Japan: Engelbert Kaempfer; Rangaku.
11 Anti-foreign discourse in the early-nineteenth century, especially 

Aizawa Seishisai's New Theses (1825).
12 Russian and British presure on Japan in the early-nineteenth century. 

The arrival of Commodore Matthew Perry in 1853.
13 The 'opening up' of Japan and the imposition of unequal treaties.
14 Review and conclusions.
Other Presentation and discussion of term papers.
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

The class is conducted as a seminar not as a lecture series. Students must 
read and think about the assigned texts and be prepared to ask questions 
and engage in discussion. All questions are welcome. 
Students must attend all classes unless they have a valid excuse. In case of 
absence, please send me an e-mail. 
E-mail address: massa@tamacc.chuo-u.ac.jp
Method of Evaluation：

Active participation in class. One term paper, a summary and conclusions 
of which will be presented in class. 
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