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Course Description：

　This course focuses on the pre-modern Japanese literature of the 
Tokugawa period (1600-1867). Marking a contrast with both the war tales 
of the samurai and the contemplative works of the solitary priests, much 
of the literature of this period reflects the concerns and tastes of the 
common townspeople. It was their prosperity and vitality that spurred the 
growth of printed literature and popular drama produced by Saikaku, 
Bashô, Chikamatsu and Akinari. As well as the “floating world” of prose 
fiction, we shall be covering such topics as haiku poetry and love suicides 
in the puppet theater.
Textbooks：

　Students will be presented with materials in class or via the class 
website (www.armour.cc/ukiyo.htm).
Reference Books：

　A list of references and useful links is available on the class website.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 Medieval Japanese literature (1)
3 Medieval Japanese literature (2)
4 Tokugawa drama (1)
5 Tokugawa drama (2)
6 Tokugawa prose (1)
7 Tokugawa prose (2)
8 Tokugawa prose (3)
9 Tokugawa prose (4)
10 Research presentations
11 Research presentations
12 Research presentations
13 Research presentations
14 Tokugawa poetry
Other Review
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

　It is assumed that the student has a working knowledge of English. 
Prior knowledge of Japanese literature is not required, though it is 
desirable. Naturally some familiarity with the Japanese language, spoken 
and written, is an advantage.
Method of Evaluation：

　Grading is primarily based on the student’s research project, presented 
to the class (using PowerPoint) according to a published schedule. 
Overseas students who want their credits to be transferred to their home 
university are advised to present their research results in the form of an 
academic paper, complete with notes and bibliography. Naturally, regular 
attendance is important in order to receive a passing grade.
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