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Course Description：

To contemplate one country's diplomacy leads you also to learn 
more on the country's interests, from economic and cultural to geo-
strategic. It cannot be grasped without the knowledge on its background 
that is its history. By joining my Japanese diplomacy class you will 
deepen and widen your literacy on such subjects as above. Simply put, it 
is not solely about the diplomacy per se but about many aspects that have 
brought Japan to where it is.

"Speak out, or go out" being my course-guiding principle, you 
cannot expect to earn even a "C" if you remain quiet and shy in raising 
your hand and making mistakes, many of them, in the eyes of other 
members of the class. Throughout the meetings you are allowed to speak 
NOT EVEN A SINGLE WORD IN JAPANESE. Reading materials will 
also be all in English, and you will be assigned to read a considerable 
amount of pages almost every week. As for writing assignments you must 
WRITE EVERYTHING IN ENGLISH.

No prior knowledge about Japan's diplomacy is required. The 
only prerequisite is that you remain keen on ever more furthering your 
interest in the subject, and in continuing to pay heed to what takes place in 
the region, as well as in the world. Put differently, you must remain very 
much curious throughout the course.
Textbooks：

As specified in the syllabus entries.
Reference Books：

The same as above.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction: Your tutor will first introduce himself 

extensively to the class. He will then make a brief interview with each 
member of the class, making certain what interests the class most and 
that the members understand the degree of requirement for the course. 
Be prepared to get photographed as it will be vitally important for the 
tutor to know who is who.

2 "Location, location and location," that is what matters most 
for any nation's diplomacy. The class will discuss how geography 
distinguishes Japan from other countries. Google Earth will tell you 
how. You will be led to have group discussions and presentations. 
There will be no reading assignment for this gathering.

3 "History, history, and history," is what matters as important 
in reading any country's diplomacy. Your tutor will ask you many 
quick questions to see what is in your knowledge stock and what is 
not. For the next meeting each and every member of the class must 
first read ETO Jun's 57 page booklet "A Nation Reborn," and second 
submit 24 hours before the meeting electronically to your instructor 
an A-4 sized one to two page essay laying out your own thoughts. For 
more on the essay see the entry for Session 4.

4 Your tutor will appoint two members of the class who, by 
the gathering, will have written the best essays. They will read them 
out, field questions from the floor themselves, and get engaged in 
lively discussions. The essay should address: 1) who the author, a 
prominent Keio graduate literary critic, was; 2) how he tried to 
portray post-war Japan and its accomplishments and; 3) what you 
have made of it. This serves our purpose to learn more of Japan's 
early post-war development, without the knowledge of which one 
could not put Japan's diplomacy of the same period into perspective.

5 Field trip to Yasukuni shrine. For this particular gathering 
we will be out of campus and gather at the shrine. We will first pay 
homage to the war dead (voluntary) and look around the shrine before 
entering its adjacent museum called Yûshûkan. At display is the 
interpretation of Japan's pre-war era unique to the shrine's reading of 
the history. You must ignore what is said in Japanese but pay great 

attentions to their English depictions for after all they are what the 
shrine wants non-Japanese speakers to know. No further discussions 
will take place.

Based on your own takeaways you must each submit 24 
hours prior to our next meeting an A-4 sized, one to two page essay 
electronically to your tutor. In addition you must read by our next 
meeting a short "letter to the editor" your tutor ran for the Financial 
Times immediately after Prime Minister Shinzo Abe made a visit to 
the shrine, December 2013. The "letter" is to be found at:
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/
0/996a6772-6ef6-11e3-9ac9-00144feabdc0.html#axzz3vcsMN3ht

6 The single best essay writer chosen by your tutor will read 
it out, field questions from the floor, and discuss what one should 
make of the shrine, based also on the FT article. We will be looking 
into what role the shrine plays in Japan's diplomacy. We will be 
discussing how the issue could "soft-land" at all.

For our next meeting each one of the members must read 
Charles P. Kindleberger's "Japan in the Queue?", which is the Chapter 
11 article in his book of World Economic Primacy: 1500-1990, and 
submit 24 hours prior to the next gathering three questions that 
require further explanations electronically to your tutor.

7 Based on the questions gatherable by the meeting your tutor 
will walk you on the developmental path Japan took till late. This will 
be a gathering to discuss the country's economy, an ultimate 
foundation for its diplomatic attempts of any sort.

For our next meeting members of the class all must read 
Bradford A. Lee's "The Economic Context of Strategic Competition," 
which is the Chapter 11 entry of the book Strategy in Asia: The Past, 
Present, and Future of Regional Security, co-edited by Thomas G. 
Mahnken and Dan Blumenthal to see the intertwined relations among 
economy, diplomacy and geo-strategy.

As with the previous session each member must send three 
urgent questions drawn from the article 24 hours prior to the next 
meeting electronically to your tutor.

8 Again as previously the session will discuss some of the 
questions your tutor will have gathered from the class.

For our next meeting the new reading assignment is the 
following: Toshi Yoshihara, "Chinese Maritime Geography," which is 
the Chapter 3 article of the same book cited above. Each one of the 
class should do exactly the same as previously.

9 For this meeting your tutor will urge one of the members of 
the class to let the others share the questions. The appointed member 
must explain why the questions matter in what way. Your tutor will 
then give you further ideas with which you can better see the security 
equation that increasingly binds Japan.

For our subsequent meeting each and every member of the 
class must give the tutor 24 hours prior to the meeting an A-4 sized, 
two page essay attempting to describe what options have been, are, 
and will be in the future available for Japan's diplomacy.

10 The appointed member who will have given the tutor the 
best thought-out points will share the views with the class, and under 
your tutor's facilitation engage the class for further discussions. Time 
and the class size permitting, group discussions may also take place to 
see a picture as to "whither Japan, diplomatically?"

For our next meeting everyone must download and read 
your tutor's paper at: http://www.gmfus.org/publications/beyond-arc-
freedom-and-prosperity-debating-universal-values-japanese-grand-
strategy

Each and every member of the class must also read the then 
Foreign Minister Taro Aso's "Arc" speech he made back in 2006 by 
visiting the MoFA' site at: http://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/fm/aso/
speech0611.html

And then as with previously you all have to submit three 
bullet points you wish to discuss further 24 hours prior to our next 
gathering electronically to your tutor.

11 Based on the points your tutor will have gathered he will 
lead the class to see why the "Arc" speech came about in what 
circumstances and how the proposed ideas would subsequently shape 
Japan's diplomatic directions.
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 For our next gathering we will make a "detour" and see 
what Japan's aid policy is like, particularly in places such as Sub-
Saharan Africa. Another reading assignment for that purpose is the 
following: "The Africa that Joins in Partnership with Japan is Brighter 
Still" Address by H.E. Mr. Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of Japan, at 
the Opening Session of the Fifth Tokyo International Conference on 
African Development (TICAD V).
 You can read it at: http://japan.kantei.go.jp/96_abe/
statement/201306/01speech_e.html
 After carefully reading through each and every member 
must tell electronically your tutor 24 hours in advance of our next 
meeting "who Aikawa is and what his achievements are like."

12  For our 12th meeting your tutor will invite a representative 
from JICA, or Japan International Cooperation Agency, and facilitate 
discussions exploring what are the guiding principles for Japan's 
Overseas Developmental Assistance (ODA) policy.
 By the next, 13th, meeting each and every one of the 
members must first read Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's address he 
made at the Joint House of the U.S. Congress in April 2015 at: http://
japan.kantei.go.jp/97_abe/statement/201504/uscongress.html
 You must also watch his delivery at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGRi9OiQNVU
 Upon reading the text and then watching carefully the PM's 
delivery you must give your tutor 24 hours prior to the next meeting 
an A-4 sized, one to two page essay describing what you have made 
of it.

13  As has been the case one, or two, best essay writer(s) will 
present the thoughts and facilitate, under your tutor's guidance, the 
class discussions to look deeply into what Japan in general and PM 
Abe in particular wanted to achieve to expand the nation's diplomatic 
interests.
 For our final meeting the class must have discussions, 
divided into groups if appropriate, to analyse what the class has 
learnt, how the class has changed or developed thoughts on Japan's 
diplomacy, and what further should be studied.
 Your tutor will appoint discussion leaders who will present 
the outcomes at our 14th and final meeting.

14  For our final meeting the appointed discussion leaders will 
make their cases and involve the class to further the thoughts and 
ideas collected.
 Your instructor will conclude by giving his own takeaways 
from the class to its members.

Other  Make up class, one-on-one tutoring, small study tours
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

 The tutor welcomes Japanese students in particular, for after all 
yours is the oldest privately-run higher education institution Japan has 
ever had exactly to foster the country's future leaders. For some, the class 
will prove so much demanding that their English capabilities far less than 
required. That is NO PROBLM. As the saying goes, "today is the very 
first day for the rest of your life." The only requirement for those Japanese 
speakers is to ever give up on NOTHING.
Method of Evaluation：

 No term paper is to be required. Be aware, however, that to earn 
even a "C" is a task that is no easy, as "speak out, or go out" is your tutor's 
grading principle. Do read the syllabus most carefully and come to grips 
with the fact that there will be a great deal many opportunities throughout 
the course for your performance to be rated. When you are told "you must 
do such and such," you do have to, by all means. That is non-negotiable, 
period. That way by the time the class concludes everyone will likely have 
a good picture as to who excels and who deserves below A.
Questions/Comments：

 Your tutor is available in the cyber space 24/7 at: taniguchi AT 
sdm.keio.ac.jp
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