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Course Description：

 Non-PCP students can also register for this class.
 Japanese economy is at crossroads. It must grow sufficiently in order to 
maintain dynamism in society and support social security against the 
underlying trend of aging population and changing global situations. 
 Is large-scale monetary expansion by "Abenomics" working? What 
are the prospects for public finance after consumption tax rise in 
2014? What exactly are the strength and weakness of Japanese 
economy? Can we find ways to enhance growth sufficiently to maitain 
social security needs?  
 These are urgent and crucial issues of our day. Drawing on lecturer's 
experiences at government, international organization as well as in 
business, the course tries to deepen our understanding of today's economic 
problems with the help of knowledge of economics and through 
interactive discussion. 
 This course follows "Contemporary Japanese Economy a", lectured 
earlier in this semester. It is recommended to take both a and b for the 
comprehensive understanding of Japanese economy, but it is possible to 
take one of them.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 Growth strategy that Japan truly needs 
3 Trade agreements and TPP -- economic benefits and costs, political 

economy of trade agreements (1) 
4 Trade agreements and TPP -- economic benefits and costs, political 

economy of trade agreements (2) 
5 Labor market reform -- productivity, job security and broadening 

labor participation (1) 
6 Labor market reform -- productivity, job security and broadening 

labor participation (2)
7 Corporate sector reform -- profitablity, governance and role of 

investors 
8 Corporate mergers -- can we measure benefits and costs for society?
9 Activating infrastructure (1) -- restructuring electricity sector 
10 Activating infrastructure (2) -- privatization of public services 
11 Innovation -- how to encourage start-ups and finace technology 

ventures in Japan?
12 Global warming -- can we balance environment sustainability and 

economic growth?
13 Review, exercise and discussion
14 Review, exercise and discussion
Other Guidance for presentation, office hours
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

Srudents are encouraged to participate in interactive dicussion in the class, 
which is likely to benefit themselves.
Method of Evaluation：

- Regular attendance and weekly short essays [approximate weight; 80%] 
- Final Examination [approximate weight; 20%] 
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