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Course Description：

In this project-based course, we will apply the tools of anthropology and 
sociology -- both conceptual and methodological -- to study various 
contexts related to socialization and education in Japan. 
In the first half of the course, we will familiarize ourselves with the core 
anthropological literature on Japanese society with a particular focus on 
issues of childhood, youth, education and globalization.
Students will then be required to conduct ethnographic fieldwork at a 
chosen site - which may be at a preschool, a language school, a university 
context, informal sites of learning and training, or youth communities.  
Through careful reflexive observation of specific sites, we will aim to 
sensitize ourselves to the diversity of approaches to teaching and learning 
in Japan, to possible gaps between policy discourse and actual practice, 
and to the local receptions/reactions to globalization.
Textbooks：

There is no textbook for the course, but weekly reading assignments will 
be provided. 
Reference Books：

Aspinall, R. (2012) International Education Policy in Japan in an Age of 
Globalisation and Risk. Brill. 
Goodman, R., Y. Imoto and T. Toivonen. (2012). A Sociology of Japanese 
Youth: From Returnees to NEETs. Routledge. 
Horiguchi, S., Y. Imoto and G. Poole. (2015). Foreign Language 
Education in Japan: Exploring Qualitative Approaches. Sense Publishers. 
McConnell, D. (2000) Importing Diversity: Inside Japan's JET Program. 
University of California Press. 
Robertson, J. (Ed.). (2005) A Companion to the Anthropology of Japan. 
Blackwell. 
Rohlen, T. (1983) Japan's High Schools. University of California Press.
Spindler, G. D. (Ed.). (1997) Education and cultural process: 
Anthropological approaches. (3rd Ed.). Prospect Heights, IL:Waveland 
Press.
Tobin, J. et. al. (2009)  Preschool in Three Cultures Revisited: China, 
Japan and the United States. University of Chicago Press.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction to the Anthropology of Japan: core concepts and debates
2 Introduction to the Anthropology of Education: methodological issues 

and the Japanese case
3 Compulsory education in Japan: history and contemporary debates
4 Internationalization and Japanese education 
5 Education, class and ethnicity
6 "Youth problems" in Japan
7 Education and gender: sex education in Japan
8 Teaching and learning in the traditional arts
9 Preschools. daycare and socialization 
10 fieldtrip 
11 Higher education and globalization 
12 Final presentations 
13 Final presentations 
14 Final presentations 
Other There will be weekly reading assignments, student presentations 

based on the readings, and final group presentations based on 
fieldwork. 
*I am planning to collaborate with a local English-immersion 
preschool to conduct a team ethnography. 

Lecturer's Comments to Students：

The class discussions will be student- led and active participation is 
required.
Students will also be expected to spend substantial time on fieldwork 
outside of class.   

Method of Evaluation：

Class participation 25%
Reading assignment presentation 25% 
Final group presentation 25%
Term paper 25% 
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