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Course Description：

This course offers a thematic introduction to the novels and short stories 
of Japan's most popular contemporary author, Haruki Murakami. We will 
read three novels and six short stories in the order they were published, 
focusing on themes of self and other, detachment and commitment, and 
dependence and independence. While these are not the only themes 
Murakami deals with in his fiction, they are central to his writing, and it is 
hoped that by focusing on them students will be able to form opinions not 
only about individual works, but also about the evolution of Murakami's 
writing and themes over the past three and a half decades. In trying to 
explain the prevalence of these themes, we will consider biographical, 
psychological, and historical approaches, and in the process will seek to 
locate Murakami more broadly in the cultural context of postwar Japan.
Textbooks：

You will be able to access Pdf copies of the assigned short stories through 
the Keio Website once you register for the course. You will need to 
purchase your own copies of the three assigned novels: Norwegian Wood, 
After Dark, and Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage.
Reference Books：

A list of recommended texts will be offered in class. This list should be 
consulted when you are working on your final essay.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 A Slow Boat to China (1980)
3 A Family Affair (1985)
4 Norwegian Wood (1987)
5 Norwegian Wood (1987)
6 The Silence (1990)
7 Tony Takitani (1990)
8 Tony Takitani Film (2004)
9 Honey Pie (2000)
10 After Dark (2004)
11 After Dark (2004)
12 Chance Traveller (2005)
13 Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage (2013)
14 Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage (2013)
Other Review
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

Class time will be dedicated primarily to discussing the assigned readings, 
so it is essential that you read the stories before you come to class.
Method of Evaluation：

1.　Participation (20%) (You will only be able to miss one class before 
incurring a penalty. You are expected to positively participate in class 
discussions.)
2.　Discussant Role (20%) (This will involve a short presentation on the 
assigned class reading for the week, followed by questions from the class. 
You will also prepare one question for the class to discuss.)
3.　Final Essay: First Draft (20%), Final Draft (40%) (This will be about 
2,500 words in length. Though it will be based primarily on your own 
interpretations of the stories and supported by references to the texts, it 
should also include at least three other references. I will suggest some 
topics you can write about, but you can also choose your own topic if you 
discuss it with me first.)
Questions/Comments：

A full syllabus will be provided on the first day of class.
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