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Course Description：

　 In “The Trail of Genji” last year, I focused on that 11th-century 
masterpiece of Japanese literature known as Genji monogatari. This year 
we will progress into the Kamakura and Muromachi periods, examining 
medieval literary developments against the often tumultuous historical 
background. The rise of the military caste is reflected in the war tales such 
as Heike monogatari, which stand in sharp contrast to the court literature 
of the previous Heian period and to medieval meditative works such as 
the Hôjôki, and the simple setsuwa tales enjoyed by the general populace. 
We will also trace the major developments in drama and poetry. Many of 
the works introduced in this course are available in translation.
Textbooks：

　 Instructions and materials are provided on the class website 
(www.armour.cc/yume.htm).
Reference Books：

　Useful links and references are listed on the class website.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 Early Japanese literature (1)
3 Early Japanese literature (2)
4 Early Japanese literature (3)
5 Historical & cultural background
6 Yoshitsune & Benkei
7 War tales (1)
8 War tales (2)
9 War tales (3)
10 Research presentations
11 Research presentations
12 Research presentations
13 War tales on stage & screen
14 Hôjôki & Tsurezuregusa
Other Review
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

　It is assumed that the student has a working knowledge of English. 
Prior knowledge of Japanese literature is not required, though it is 
desirable. Naturally some familiarity with the Japanese language, spoken 
and written, is an advantage.
Method of Evaluation：

　Grading is primarily based on the student’s research project, presented 
to the class (using PowerPoint) according to a published schedule; a Q&A 
session will follow each presentation and a student’s responses are taken 
into consideration in the grading process. Overseas students who want 
their credits to be transferred to their home university are advised to 
present their research results in the form of an academic paper, complete 
with notes and bibliography. Naturally, regular attendance is important in 
order to receive a passing grade.
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