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Course Description：

The U.N. Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) promised to cut in 
half poverty by 2015. Some of the goals were met, many were not. In 
2015, the MDGs were expanded on by the U.N. and renamed the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which promise to “End poverty 
in all its forms everywhere.” The goals are lofty and costly but are they 
actually helping the poor?  Based on the lecturers’ 30 years of experiences 
in development, this course will offer an alternative approach, that of 
small locally based projects bringing real and immediate change to 
people’s lives.  
Special attention will be paid to efforts by Japan’s governmental and 
voluntary organization in the third world development and several of the 
lectures will include staff or leaders of Japan-based organizations. 
In this course, students will learn about: 
Self Help Groups (SHGs): how SHGs are organized and why. 
Micro-Finance: How small loans, often times of less than $100, can move 
whole families out of poverty. 
Appropriate technology: How, when the poor themselves are involved, 
appropriate technologies can be successfully conceived, designed and 
implemented by developing communities. 
Culture and social-economic factors that must be taken into account in 
planning and implementing development projects. 
Hands-on case study: working in small groups, the students will identify 
real ‘problems’ facing poor people in the developing world and propose a 
plan to solve the problems. 
Textbooks：

There will be no textbook; however, readings available on the course 
website. 
Reference Books：

Whose Reality Counts? Putting the First Last, Robert Chambers, 1997. 
The White Man’s Burden, William Easterly, 2001. The End of Poverty, 
Jeffrey D. Sachs, 2005. Development as Freedom, Amarthya Sen, 2007. 
Banker to the Poor, Muhammad Yunus, 2009. Out of Poverty , Paul Polak 
2001. Poor Economics; Rethinking Poverty and the Ways to End It, 
Banerjee, Abhijit V. and Duflo, 2011. 
Course Plan：
1 Introduction: The Developing World; Goals of the Class
2 The UN Development Goals
3 The Great Debate and the Millennium Development Goals
4 Urban Slums
5  Rural Development (Out of Poverty—the Strategy of Paul Polak)
6 Participatory Led Development
7 Appropriate Technology (Small Group Formation)
8 Hunger and the “green revolution.”
9 Whose Knowledge? Tapping the knowledge of the poor  
10 Whose Priorities? Setting priorities for development
11 Micro Loan Programs: A boon to the poor or an additional burden?
12 Lines in the Dust—Pedagogy of the Oppressed
13 The role of the Japan International Cooperation Agency in addressing 

poverty in the 3rd World
14 Presentation of group Case Studies 
Other This course will be taught by two lecturers: Yuko Nishimura & 

Dave Bockmann
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

You will (1) work in a small group to research and report on an 
appropriate technology for a developing country; (2) write an academic 
paper about one of the topics covered by this course or by your small 
group. The final paper is due by week 15. You will also be asked to 
periodically submit a one-paragraph summary of the classroom discussion/
lecture. 

Method of Evaluation：

1. Exam（none）
2. Reports（academic report 30%）

3. Attendance, Participation（40%）

4. Other（class presentation of case study: 30%）
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