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Course Description：

Southeast Asia, home to 60 million people with diverse cultures, 
languages, religions, and economies, is one of the most dynamically 
developing regions in the world today. Variety in the type of political 
regimes (from democracies to dictatorships) is also characteristic of this 
region. Against this backdrop, this course introduces the politics of 
Southeast Asia, focusing on regime transition and non-transition. The 
main question addressed throughout the course is why some Southeast 
Asian countries (e.g., Indonesia and the Philippines) democratized while 
others (e.g., Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore, and Vietnam) remain 
authoritarian. To find answers to this question, we combine theoretical 
insights of Comparative Politics and area-specific knowledge accumulated 
in Area Studies and divide the course into two sections. The first part 
surveys the political regime trajectories of individual countries. The 
second part draws on the tools of comparative analysis and the content of 
the first section of the course in order to understand the region’s regime 
dynamics in a theoretically informed manner. Issues examined in the 
second section include the strategies of elites and civil society groups, 
economic development, international factors, and political institutions, 
and as well as historically-created “critical junctures.” 
Textbooks：

TBA
Reference Books：

TBA
Course Plan：
1 Introduction: Southeast Asia and the Theories of Regime Transition 
2 Philippines
3 Indonesia
4 Thailand
5 Malaysia and Singapore
6 Vietnam and Cambodia
7 Myanmar
8 Actor-based explanations
9 Structural explanations
10 International influence
11 Political institutions
12 Critical juncture and path dependency
13 Open discussion (1)
14 Open discussion (2)
Other TBA
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

While this course assumes no previous knowledge of Southeast Asia or 
Political Science, it has a moderate reading load. On average students are 
expected to read 30 to 50 pages (2 articles/chapters) for each class.  
Method of Evaluation：

Class participation, mid-term report, final report. 
Questions/Comments：

Contact the instructor by e-mail (ykasuya@a7.keio.jp). 
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