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Course Description：

Literature can deal with the smallest of the small and the biggest of the 
big; it can deal with both the minutiae of our lives and the biggest 
questions we ask about life. Each of the novels we will examine in this 
course asks big questions about the meaning of existence and how we 
should live. We will start by looking at two novels from Endo Shusaku 
that highlight his nuanced relationship to the Catholic tradition he 
belonged to. We will then examine novels from Abe Kobo and Oe 
Kenzaburo that offer existential responses to life. Finally, we will look at 
novels from Yoshimoto Banana and Murakami Haruki that can be read as 
responses to the 1995 sarin gas attack on the Tokyo subway system 
orchestrated by Aum Shinrikyo. It will be suggested that these last two 
novels can be classified as post-secular, a category that tries to make sense 
of their ambiguous relationship to both the religious and the secular. 
While Japan is often categorized as an increasingly secularized society, its 
literature suggests a more nuanced and complicated reality. This course 
will offer students an opportunity to engage with questions of religion, 
philosophy, and meaning through a study of some of the biggest names in 
postwar Japanese literature.
Textbooks：

You will need to buy your own copy of each of the six novels that have 
been assigned for the class.
Reference Books：

A list of useful books and essays will be offered in class. This will be 
particularly useful when you are writing your final essay.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 Endo Shusaku (Silence)
3 Endo Shusaku (Silence)
4 Endo Shusaku (Deep River)
5 Endo Shusaku (Deep River)
6 Abe Kobo (The Woman in the Dunes)
7 Abe Kobo (The Woman in the Dunes)
8 Oe Kenzaburo (A Personal Matter)
9 Oe Kenzaburo (A Personal Matter)
10 Yoshimoto Banana (The Lake)
11 Yoshimoto Banana (The Lake)
12 Murakami Haruki (1Q84)
13 Murakami Haruki (1Q84)
14 Murakami Haruki (1Q84)
Other Final Essay
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

Class time will be dedicated primarily to discussing the assigned readings, 
so it is essential that you read the novels before you come to class.
Method of Evaluation：

1. Participation (20%) (You will only be able to miss one class before 
incurring a penalty. You are expected to positively participate in class 
discussions.)
2. Discussant Role (20%) (This will involve a short presentation on the 
assigned class reading for one of the weeks, followed by questions from 
the class. You will also prepare one question for the class to discuss.)
3. Final Essay: First Draft (20%), Final Draft (40%) (This will be about 
2,500 words in length. Though it will be based primarily on your own 
interpretations of the stories and supported by references to the texts, it 
should also include at least three other references. I will suggest some 
topics you can write about, but you can also choose your own topic if you 
discuss it with me first.)

Questions/Comments：

A full syllabus will be offered on the first day of class.
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