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Course Description：

Japan has long been a country which both sends and receives immigrants. 
Today a number of ‘foreigners,’ including immigrants referred to as 
‘oldcomers,’‘newcomers,’ and refugees reside in Japan. There are 
communities of Japanese expatriates and Nikkei in many parts of the 
world. This course introduces basic concepts related to migration, 
immigration, and cultural encounters across national borders and explores 
the possibilities and constraints of the lives of various border crossers to 
and from Japan.
Through discussions, videos, personal reflections, guest lectures, group 
projects, and field trips, this course attempts to explore questions such as: 
What are the social, historical, and structural contexts defining the 
experiences of border crossers? How do immigrants change the places 
where they arrive and how do they change to accommodate the societal 
expectations? How do they construct identities, home(s), and 
community(ies) while negotiating their lives in-between multiple 
countries, traditions, and cultures? This course also allows students to 
unpack and deepen their own border crossing experiences and connect 
their personal stories to the overall theme of the class.
Textbooks：

There is no textbook for this course. Weekly reading assignments will be 
available online.
Reference Books：

1. Anzaldúa, G. (2007). Borderlands La Frontera: The New Mestiza (3rd 
ed.). San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books.
2. Appadurai, A. (1996). Modernity at large: Cultural dimensions of 
globalization. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.
3. Hirabayashi, L. R., Kikumura-Yano, A., & Hirabayashi, J. A. (2002). 
New worlds, new lives: globalization and people of Japanese descent in 
the Americas and from Latin America in Japan. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press.
4. Takaki, R. T. (1998). Strangers from a different shore: A history of 
Asian Americans (Updated and rev. ed.). Boston: Little, Brown and 
Company.
5. Tsuda, T. (2009). Diasporic homecomings: Ethnic return migration in 
comparative perspective. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press.
6. Willis, D. B., & Murphy-Shigematsu, S. (2008). Transcultural Japan: 
at the borderlands of race, gender and identity. London; New York: 
Routledge.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 Concepts of border crossings and homes
3 Deconstruction of the “Japanese”
4 Sharing personal stories of border crossings and home constructions
5 Zainichi Koreans, displacement, and community building
6 Migrant workers, immigration policy, and agency
7 Gender and migration in Japan
8 Young Japanese Migrants in “the West”
9 Early Japanese Migration to the U.S.
10 Ethnic return migration and Nikkeijin in Japan
11 Group presentations
12 Group presentations
13 Group presentations
14 Wrap up:  Living in the borderlands
Other Reflection and conclusion
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

This course requires students’ active classroom participation. You are 
expected to attend class regularly, complete assigned readings before the 
class, interact with students from diverse backgrounds, explore and 
exchange perspectives, and contribute to the collective well-being and 

quality for our learning community. Missing class regularly or other 
evidence of not trying will affect your grade severely.
Method of Evaluation：

1. Attendance and participation in class: 20%
2. Autobiography on border crossing experiences and home constructions: 
20%
3. Mid-term learning analysis: 20%
4. Group project presentation and final paper: 40%
Questions/Comments：

Students can contact me via e-mail: tomokotokunaga@keio.jp
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