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Course Description：

While Japan is often depicted as a homogeneous country, it is increasingly 
becoming diverse in terms of race, ethnicity, religion, language, class, 
among other dimensions of identity. Recent flows of immigrants further 
contributed to the emergence of pockets of borderland and multicultural 
communities and spaces in Japan. Through discussions, field trips, and 
group projects, this course attempts to explore the historical and social 
context of these communities as well as complex and ambiguous identities 
and experiences of people who live in-between multiple  cultural beliefs, 
traditions, and histories in Japan. The course introduces ethnography as a 
robust tool to capture the changing nature of multicultural, multi-ethnic, 
and multi-lingual communities. The students are expected to conduct an 
ethnographic fieldwork in these local communities, present their findings 
in the class, and write up a mini-ethnography. This course also allows 
students to unpack and deepen their own identities and experiences and 
connect their personal stories to the overall theme of the class.
Textbooks：

There is no textbook for this course. Weekly reading assignments will be 
available online.
Reference Books：

1. Befu, H. (2001). Hegemony of homogeneity: An anthropological 
analysis of "Nihonjinron". Melbourne; Portland: Trans Pacific Press.
2. Emerson, R. M., Fretz, R. I., & Shaw, L. L. (1995). Writing 
ethnographic fieldnotes. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
3. Graburn, N. H. H., Ertl, J., & Tierney, R. K. (2008). Multiculturalism in 
the new Japan: Crossing the boundaries within. New York: Berghahn 
Books.
4. Lie, J. (2001). Multiethnic Japan. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.
5. Van Maanen, J. (1988). Tales of the field: on writing ethnography. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
6. Willis, D. B., & Murphy-Shigematsu, S. (2008). Transcultural Japan: 
At the borderlands of race, gender and identity. London; New York: 
Routledge.
Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 Reimagining "Japan," "the Japanese," and "Japanese culture"
3 Ethnography, culture, and fieldwork (1) What is ethnography? 
4 Ethnography, culture, and fieldwork (2) Writing ethnographic 

fieldnotes
5 Field trip to an "ethnic town"
6 Reflection: Immigrants and multicultural co-existence (Tabunka 

Kyosei)
7 Field trip
8 Reflection: Buraku community and human rights issues
9 Processing fieldnotes: Language, community building, and space
10 Fieldwork
11 Reading an ethnography: Multicultural communities in Japan
12 Group presentations
13 Group presentations
14 Wrap up: Multicultural Japan? Where to go from here?
Other Reflection and conclusion
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

This course requires students’ active classroom participation. You are 
expected to attend class regularly (including field trips), complete 
assigned readings before the class, explore and exchange perspectives 
with students from diverse backgrounds, and contribute to the collective 
well-being and quality for our learning community. Missing class 
regularly or other evidence of not trying will affect your grade severely. 
This course may limit the number of students so please attend the first 
class.

Method of Evaluation：

1. Attendance and participation in class: 20%
2. Fieldnotes: 20%
3. Group project and presentation: 30%
4. Final ethnography: 30%
Questions/Comments：

Students can contact me via e-mail: tomokotokunaga@keio.jp
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