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Course Description：

This course aims to familiarize students with existing scholarship in the 
study of nationalism with emphasis in the formation of nation-states up 
until the so-called “third wave nations” in the middle of last century.  It 
traces the development of the concept of nationalism in conjunction with 
the emergence of nation-states from arguably its inception in the New 
World in the late 18th century to its expansion all over the world, 
including in modern Japan and the colonized territories of Southeast Asia.

During the course of the semester we will address questions related to the 
formation and spread of the nation-state such as: Where do we locate its 
conceptual origins?  Is it really, as many scholars have argued, a modern 
creation?  When and how, for instance, did Japan become a nation-state?  
What makes formerly colonized nations different, for instance, from other 
nations?  How do we make sense of the nation from the point of view of 
gender?  Finally, in the age of globalization and world economy, is the 
nation-state becoming obsolete?  Will Asia see supra-national 
communities like the European Union, or instead the sharpening of 
national borders and sentiments (such as what we see in exchanges over 
disputed territories in East Asia, or in the rise of right-leaning parties in 
Europe)?

This course is designed to be an interdisciplinary undertaking as we will 
deal with writings by historians, political scientists, philosophers, and 
anthropologists.  To take advantage of the international background of 
participants of this class, students are especially encouraged to bring into 
discussions the experience of nationalism in their country.
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Course Plan：
1 Introduction
2 Genealogy of nation
3 Conceptual roots
4 Conservative reaction
5 Paradigms
6 Types and terminology
7 Time/space in modern Japan
8 Border trouble in postcolonial nations
9 Majority and minority
10 Mediums and symbols
11 Nation and gender
12 Mythologizing the nation
13 National memorial
14 Post-nationalism?
Other Conclusions
Lecturer's Comments to Students：

This course will be conducted in lecture format.  Students interested in 
taking the class MUST attend the first meeting where a detailed syllabus 
and the assigned reading for the following week will be distributed. Those 

unable to attend the first class should contact the instructor 
<elizabeth.chandra@gmail.com> beforehand.
Method of Evaluation：

The final grade will be based on 3 (three) in-class pop quizzes on the 
lectures and assigned readings (40%), a final report of 1500-2000 words 
(20%), attendance and participation in class discussion (40%).
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